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Chapter 1: Mission, Goals and Objectives 
 
The Center for European Studies (CES) at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill advances 
understanding of the social, political, cultural, historical, and economic events that shape contemporary 
Europe. The overarching mandate of the Center is to enhance undergraduate and graduate instruction in 
contemporary European studies, to promote scholarship and training for students and faculty from all 
disciplines and professional schools, and to stimulate institutional and public awareness of Europe’s and 
the transatlantic relationship’s relevance on campus, in North Carolina, and across the nation. Established 
in 1993, CES is one of only six such Centers in the nation to be designated as both a National Resource 
Center by the US Department of Education and a Jean Monnet Center of Excellence by the European 
Union.  
 
CES works with 55 core faculty from departments across the university including the Professional schools. 
Through grant funding, we provide support for curricular, research, and programmatic endeavors. The 
Center advances scholarship on Europe, the EU, and the transatlantic relationship through workshops, 
conferences, visiting speaker series, film festivals, and travel and research grants to UNC faculty. 
Curriculum Development awards are given to faculty to create new courses or add European and 
European Union content to existing courses. This infusion of European content happens across disciplines 
including Environmental Sciences, Education, Journalism, German, and Romance Studies. Our annual 
“Europe Week at Carolina” offers several events in one week to showcase various aspects of Europe – 
from political discussions to film screenings to cooking demonstrations and voting on Eurovision 
contestants. These activities all represent ways we engage a wide audience. We support the annual UNC 
Institute for the Environment’s Clean Tech Summit, which has over 1000 participants each year, by 
securing European experts for the panels. We work with the Office of the Vice Provost for Global Affairs 
on the Diplomacy Initiative to bring European diplomats and experts to campus to engage with our faculty 
and students. We provide funding to the UNC Libraries to help ensure European collections remain current 
and faculty needs are met. 
 
CES supports the teaching of Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTLs) including Bosnian-Serbian-
Croatian, Catalan, Czech, Galician, Romanian, Turkish, and, starting in Spring 2025, Ukrainian. Through 
Languages Across the Curriculum (LAC) courses, we support content courses taught in the foreign 
language. Through Title VI funding for Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) fellowships, we support both 
undergraduate and graduate students to study contemporary Europe and less commonly taught European 
languages (Arabic, Basque, Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Catalan, Czech, Dutch, Galician, Italian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Romanian, and Turkish – and soon Ukrainian).  
 
Our outreach programming entails the sharing of resources and expertise about contemporary Europe 
and the EU with local, state, and federal government agencies, non-profits, K-12 schools, community 
colleges, minority-serving institutions, private sector organizations, and the public at large. Our outreach 
initiatives reach approximately 4000 individuals through direct programming, approximately 600 
educators and 45,000 students across NC through educator outreach, and 244,000+ individuals across 
digital platforms every year. 
 
The Center is proud to house UNC’s undergraduate Contemporary European Studies Major (EURO), the 
only bachelor’s degree of its kind in North Carolina and the whole US, and the TransAtlantic Masters (TAM) 
Program. TAM offers four concentrations in contemporary European studies in consortium with seven 
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universities across Europe – Barcelona, Bath, Berlin, Bremen, Grenoble, Gothenburg, and Siena – offering 
an MA in Political Science from UNC and a double degree option with Barcelona, Berlin, Bremen, and 
Gothenburg.  
 
Currently, 59 students are declared EURO majors or incoming EURO-TAM students, and we just welcomed 
21 students into our 27th incoming TAM class with 19 students overseas for their second year in TAM. 
There are thus nearly 100 students with whom we currently work to ensure they have the most successful 
experience possible! Our academic programs offer core courses combined with individualized options so 
that students can focus on their own research interests within the EURO and TAM frameworks. Our work 
outside the classroom is focused on individualized advising and student well-being as well as preparing 
students for their future careers.  
 
In this self-study, we describe to you, our Review Team, the EURO major and the TAM Program within the 
context of the Center for European Studies. Since our last review in 2016, we have seen both programs 
continue to be successful, even grow, but we will also describe to you the ways in which we could secure 
the futures of both programs and continued student success.    
 

History & Funding 
 
Under the leadership of Professors Gary Marks and Konrad Jarausch, the Program in European Studies 
was initiated in the fall of 1993. CES was directed by Gary Marks, the Burton Craige Professor of Political 
Science, from its inception in 1994 until 2006. One of the first steps made by Professors Marks and 
Jarausch was to hire Dr. Ruth Mitchell-Pitts as program coordinator, a one-quarter-time position. The 
program leadership then applied for the Department of Education Title VI Grant for a National Resource 
Center and FLAS language training fellowships. Since that time, in 1994, the UNC Center for European 
Studies has been successful in every cycle of major grant applications for grants supporting European 
Studies centers.  
 
In 1998, the TAM program welcomed its first class – 15 students from the US and Europe. In 1998, the 
European Union began a new program supporting European Studies Centers in the United States, which 
became the European Union Centers of Excellence (EUCE) program. The Center was successful in this 
grant competition and continued to receive this grant every cycle until the program’s termination in 2015.  
 
From 2006 until 2023, the Center was led by Professor John D. Stephens, the Gerhard E. Lenski Professor 
of Political Science and Sociology. 
 
In 2006, the EURO major began with a very small number of students. Then, in 2015, under updated 
requirements and new advising strategies, the major began to grow. 
 
In 2015, CES received its first Jean Monnet Center of Excellence grant from the European Commission. 
Center grants support faculty research and conferences as well as graduate student research in the EU. In 
2015, the Center also successfully applied for a Getting to Know Europe (GTKE) Grant from the EU 
Delegation to the US. From 2017-19, CES shared this grant with the University of Pittsburgh’s European 
Studies Center. And from 2020-2023, CES shared it with Pittsburgh and Florida International University. 
GTKE grants were focused on outreach projects focused on getting information on the EU out into our 
communities as well as supporting student participation in Model EU simulations. 
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CES received another Jean Monnet Center grant in 2018 and received two Jean Monnet Project grants 
from the European Commission in 2017 and 2019. Projects were focused on K-12 and Community College 
educators and the insertion of EU content into their classrooms. 
 
Since 2020, we have received Campus Weeks funding from the German Embassy. This funding focus on 
various topics related to German, Europe, and the transatlantic relationship including Germany’s 
Energiewende and Hannah Arendt, for example. And in 2023 we won a grant together with the University 
of Bergen to fund BA, MA, and PhD exchanges plus joint faculty research and teaching for four years.   
 
Since July 2023, the Center has been led by Professor Priscilla Layne, Professor of German and Adjunct 
Associate Professor of African and Afro-American Studies. The same year, we received another Jean 
Monnet Center grant and in 2024 we received a new Jean Monnet Module for teaching courses on the EU 
related to climate change, diversity, and media. We have recently applied for funding from the US Mission 
to NATO and to the NEH on a joint grant with the School of Information and Library Science. 
 
Since 2015, CES has received $5,549,758.83 in grant funding.  
 
 

Leadership 
 
The Center for European Studies is overseen by Faculty Director Priscilla D. Layne, Professor of German in 
the Department of Germanic and Slavic Languages and Literatures. Professor Layne is also the Director of 
the Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, the Jean Monnet Module, the TAM Program, Chair of the EURO 
major, and the Principal Investigator for the Title VI National Resource Center and FLAS as well as Campus 
Weeks from the German Embassy to the US. Her primary role is to provide the academic and intellectual 
leadership of the Center as well as to serve as site director for the TAM Program. The College of Arts & 
Sciences provides Professor Layne with two course releases and a salary bonus annually to run the Center.  
 
Dr. Layne received her Ph.D. in German from the University of California at Berkeley. Her fields of research 
and teaching interests are Twentieth- and Twenty-First-Century Literature, Film, Music, (Post)Subculture 
Studies, Postcolonial Studies, Multiculturalism, African Diaspora Studies, and Gender Studies. She has 
presented papers at the Women in German Conference, the Society for Cinema and Media Studies, and 
the Collegium for African American Research. She has also published essays on such topics as German hip 
hop, film, Turkish-German literature, and translation. She published White Rebels in Black: Appropriating 
Black Popular Culture in Postwar Germany with Michigan University Press in 2018. This year she published 
a critical guide to Fassbinder’s The Marriage of Maria Braun with Camden House. Her monograph, Out of 
this World: Afro-German Afrofuturism, is forthcoming with Northwestern University Press. She has 
extensive experience in academic governance, having served on the Board for the German Studies 
Association and the Forum for 20th and 21st Century Literature at the Modern Languages Association. 
She was also elected to the role of Vice President at the Association of American Teachers of German, a 
role in which she served from 2020-2021, and then she was President from 2022-2023. As Vice President, 
she helped make structural change at the institution by adding a new position to the Board to attend to 
issues of diversity. As President she organized a national virtual conference for K-16 German teachers and 
she helped organize a conference on diversity and pedagogy at the university in Leipzig in 2023.  
 
The day-to-day operations of the Center are managed by the Executive Director, Kathleen Shanahan 
Lindner. She is a full-time employee, and her salary is paid for by UNC state and TAM funds. She is the 
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undergraduate Advisor and Director of Undergraduate Studies for the EURO major, former Diversity 
Liaison, and Member of the UNC Study Abroad Advisory Committee. Lindner has over 25 years of 
experience in university-related project management, budgeting, evaluation, and communications. She 
oversees and manages all activities of the Center, including the Jean Monnet Center of Excellence grant, 
the Jean Monnet Module, the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource Center grant and 
the Foreign Language Area Studies award, the TAM Program, and all outreach activities. She is the PI on 
grant partnership with the University of Bergen. She received her BA in International Studies and German 
from UNC-Chapel Hill and her MA in Transatlantic Studies from the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
(member of first class of TAM). 
 
Associate Director of the TransAtlantic Masters Program, Dr. Sarah Hutchison, joined the Center in 2002 
and has managed the TAM program ever since. She is a full-time employee and is paid through TAM funds. 
She works directly with our seven overseas partner sites to coordinate the curriculum, recruitment and 
enrollment, organize every Plenary meeting, and all details of each bi-lateral agreement. She manages 
TAM advertising, recruitment, support services, internship placements, and alumni affairs for the 
programs, including the TAM Alumni Advisory Board. Hutchison organizes three alumni panels each year 
and three professional development trips for the current students: Fall Break in DC, Spring Break in NYC, 
and June in Brussels. She also works with the EURO majors: she founded WRESL – Working Group on 
Europe, Refugees and Service Learning. The group organizes regular events on issues facing refugees in 
the transatlantic context. She also founded “Consider It All!” a student-led conference in which 
undergraduates and TAM students and others can present their research on under-studied topics in 
European Studies. She has served as a reviewer for Fulbright and the IDEAS grants. She mentors 
undergraduate students in the Carolina Covenant program as well. She received her BA from Columbia 
University and her MA and PhD from UNC-CH in Comparative Literature. 
 
International Education Program Coordinator Brett Harris joined the Center in May 2023. He is a full-time 
employee, and is paid 25% from the State, 50% from Title VI, and 25% via other grant funding. Harris 
supports all grant activities, with particular attention to communications, publicity, and event 
organization and evaluation.  He is responsible for developing and implementing programs for K-12 
schools and public outreach. He works with partner organizations, such as World View, and exhibits at 
state and national conferences and global events. Prior to his current position with the Center, Harris 
supported grant communications strategies for multiple CES grant initiatives, including the 2018-2023 
Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, multiple Campus Weeks grants from the Embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and a Getting to Know Europe Grant from the EU Delegation in Washington D.C. 
Harris has experience in Communications Strategy and Implementation and Evaluation through work with 
Berlin-based SEEK Global Development and Strategic Consultants. Harris has MAs from UNC Chapel Hill 
and Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin in Political Science, and a BA with highest honors in Contemporary 
European Studies and Comparative Literature. During his graduate studies, Harris received a DAAD 
Masters Research award and an Erasmus+ Mobility Grant, in addition to Academic Year and Summer 
Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowships from the US Department of Education. 
 
CES Business Officer, Akma Kasmaganbetova, joined the Center in August 2024. Her salary is evenly split 
three ways across Title VI, TAM, and State funds.  She is responsible for the administrative management 
of the Center. This includes financial operations – transactions, budgeting, and reporting – visiting 
scholars, human resources, and logistics for all Center activities. She holds an MA in Public Policy from the 
University of Sydney and a BA in International Area Studies from Eurasian National University.  
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The EURO-TAM Student Services Manager, Kayla Bassett Andrade, joined the Center in June 2021. She is 
the first to hold this position. She is paid 50% from Title VI, 25% from TAM, and 25% from State funds. She 
supports students pursuing a BA in Contemporary European Studies (EURO) through individual curriculum 
advising and career preparation. She is responsible for CIM, cross-listing courses, course maintenance and 
registration, course adjustments, and Tarheel Tracker updates. She manages all surveys and data for our 
Assessment process. She works with the Admissions office on our EURO-TAM program. In the summer of 
2023, she launched a series of course-planning workshops for incoming first-year EURO students to help 
with their transition to university studies and just recently launched our new EURO canvas site. She offers 
program support to the TAM Program through event planning, maintaining data and student records, and 
alumni relations. She organizes career preparation and professional development workshops and writes 
Career newsletters about upcoming opportunities. She has served as the UNC Model EU Advisor since 
November 2021. With the UNC Model EU team, she travelled to the following US locations: Bloomington, 
Indiana, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and New York City, New York and the following international locations: 
Athens, Greece, Brussels, Belgium, and Mainz, Germany. She received her BA in Education from UNC-
Chapel Hill. During her BA studies, she studied abroad for one semester at the University of Aberdeen in 
Scotland. 
 
CES relies on student support. Currently, two work-study students support Center activities 10-15 hours 
per week each. Work-study positions are part of an individual financial aid package; CES pays 35% of each 
salary. We also have two TAM Research Assistants that work for Professors Lemke and Wiedekind, 
respectively. 
 
Finally, Professors Marks, Stephens, and Jarausch, Professor Emeritus and former Lurcy Professor of 
European Civilization in History, are still involved in CES activities, representing an excellent example of 
faculty commitment to the mission. Professor Marks teaches, advises TAM theses and organizes 
conferences. Prior to his retirement, Professor Jarausch was also very involved in Center activities 
including teaching one of the core EURO courses, EURO/HIST 159. He is still active in organizing lectures 
and panels and publishing in his field. Professor Stephens also still advises TAM theses and continues to 
publish in his field. 
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Faculty 

The Center for European Studies has no faculty of its own. Unlike the Curriculum in Global Studies, we do 
not have half-appointments involving faculty who split their appointments between a Curriculum and 
their home disciplinary department. As such, the Center has little influence over hirings in European 
studies. This situation can make it particularly difficult to offer required courses for EURO and TAM 
students, if core CES faculty members are on leave or are preoccupied with teaching other classes needed 
by their department. For this reason, for the EURO major, we work closely with our colleagues in 
departments across campus to ensure relevant courses are added to the EURO course lists. We rely solely 
on other departments to offer courses and cannot create our own courses related to issues facing 
contemporary Europe and the transatlantic relationship. We have, through grant funding, brought visiting 
faculty from overseas, but, again, we must rely on other departments to hire the faculty member and 
allow them to offer courses under that departments’ course numbers. For TAM, since it is a Political 
Science degree, we work extremely closely with the Political Science department to offer the required 
TAM courses. However, due to recent faculty retirements, including John Stephens, and faculty 
departures, our course offerings are not as secure as they once were. Moving forward, we would like to 
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work annually on an MOU with the Department of Political Science for a TAM teaching plan for the next 
five years to ensure that we can offer the required and relevant courses for our TAM students. Without 
such an agreement in place, our standing within our consortium with our TAM partners could be in 
jeopardy as the double degree agreements are based on UNC teaching certain core topics. 
 
Despite not having our own faculty, we work closely with our core faculty (see table below) from all across 
the College of Arts and Sciences and the Professional Schools. They are highly involved in CES activities, 
supporting events, grant activities, teaching and advising, and conducting research, with over 75% of core 
faculty members receiving support from CES for conferences, research, and curriculum development. 
Sixteen faculty are Key Staff Members of our Jean Monnet Center grant, with each organizing a conference 
or workshop over the three-year period. Several faculty are involved in Campus Weeks activities annually, 
not just from GSLL but also History and Political Science, for example. Profs Layne, Ekstrand, and Kittner 
are each teaching courses for the new Jean Monnet Module grant. All teach EURO and/or TAM students. 
 
In addition to grant-sponsored activities, we also partner with faculty members across disciplines to 
organize conferences and activities related to Europe. For example, on October 23-34, we are partnering 
with CITAP, Center for Information, Technology, and Public Life as well as UNC Global and the Thomas 
Mann House to put on a conference entitled “Threats to Democracies – Media and the 2024 Elections in 
Transatlantic Perspective.” We will again support the Institute for Environment’s Clean Tech Summit in 
March 2025 by bringing European climate experts to Chapel Hill. We will be hosting a Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft/German Research Foundation workshop in March, and the International Dutch 
Studies Conference together with Prof Dan Thornton in June 2025.  
 
CES resources are regularly used to bring in visiting professors. CES has hosted a DAAD Visiting Scholar 
since 2008, except between 2022 and 2024 when funding from the DAAD was cut. The DAAD requires 
UNC to pay 50% of the salary. The Dean’s office generously contributes 25% and Political Science and CES 
each contribute 12.5% (CES through TAM funds). Since September 2024, Jakob Wiedekind holds this 
position. He holds an MA and a Dr. phil in Political Science, both from Leibniz University in Hannover. His 
term goes through spring 2026 with the possibility of a three-year extension. His research focus is on 
transatlantic relations between the EU and the US and more recently he co-authored an article on 
multilateralism in transatlantic climate policy, together with Professor Christiane Lemke.  Both EURO and 
TAM students will take his courses. In Germany, he has taught such courses as Qualitative Methods in 
International Relations, Transatlantic Relations in Flux and Quo Vadis Transatlantic Relations, 
Multilateralism under the Impression of Global Power Shifts.  He will contribute to the Center by teaching 
TAM students and EURO majors, advising TAM theses, participating in outreach activities, and organizing 
lectures and workshops.  
 
Professor Christiane Lemke is a frequent visitor at the center and was one of the founding members of 
the Center for European Studies when she served as Visiting German Academic Exchange (DAAD) 
professor in the late 1980s and early 1990s.  She has remained an active participant in our research 
working groups and has frequently presented lectures in our programs over the years. When on campus, 
she is often invited to speak in various public forums. Most recently she was part of a fall 2023 panel 
discussion focused on how Germany’s energy policies are entangled with EU foreign policy interests.  
 
Each Fall Professor Lemke teaches a course at UNC-CH in our TAM program. She is an expert in European 
Integration issues, and our students are privileged to have the opportunity to hear her lectures. She only 
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recently retired from teaching similar courses at her home university in Hannover, Germany. Professor 
Lemke’s stay at UNC-CH is supported by TAM and by the Dean’s Office and the Political Science 
Department. CES provides her with office space in the FedEx Global Education Center. Dr. Lemke holds a 
Ph.D. and Habilitation and has taught European Politics for more than thirty years. Our TAM students 
benefit from her unique European perspective of transatlantic relations and European Integration. 
 
CES has hosted EU Fellows in the past as part of the European Commission’s EU Fellowships Program. 
Hanna Kiiver, EUROSTAT, spent the academic year 2022-2023 in Chapel Hill while she researched labor 
markets and inequality. She mentored the EURO and TAM students and participated in many CES events. 
Javier Hernández-Ros, then the Head of Unit G2 – Creativity – DG Communication networks, Content and 
Technologies (CNECT) at the European Commission spent the spring semester 2015 at UNC. 
  

Table 1. Core CES Faculty 

Name Affiliation Position Department 

Adam Cohn * Assistant Professor  Romance Studies 

Amy Chambless * Senior Lecturer  Romance Studies 

Andrea Bohlman * Associate Professor  Music 

Arne Kalleberg * ** ^  Kenan Distinguished Professor  Sociology 

Banu Gökarıksel * ** *** ‡ ^  Professor   Geography,  
Chair, Global Studies 

Cameron Ballard-Rosa * ** ***  Associate Professor  Political Science 

Cemil Aydin * ** ‡ ^  Professor  History 

Chad Bryant * ** ***  ° † ‡ ^  Professor  History 

Christiane Lemke * ** *** ‡ ^  Visiting Professor  Political Science 

Christina Rudosky * Teaching Assistant Professor  Romance Studies 

Courtney Rivard  ‡ ^  Assistant Professor  Comparative Literature 

Dan Thornton * ** ^  Associate Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Daniel Sherman * ° ^  Lineberger Distinguished Professor of Art and 
History  

Art History/History 

Didem Havlioglu * ** ^  Associate Professor  Asian Studies 

Donald Reid * ^ Professor  History 

Donald Searing * ** ***  ° † ^  Craige Distinguished Professor  Political Science 

Dorothea Heitsch * ^  Teaching Professor  Romance Studies 

Eliza Rose *  Assistant Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Eren Tasar * ** ***  ^  Associate Professor  History 

Evelyne Huber * ** ‡ ^ Morehead Alumni Distinguished Professor  Political Science 

Gabriel Trop * ^  Associate Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Gary Marks * ** ***  ° † ‡ ^  Craige Distinguished Professor  Political Science 

Graeme Robertson * ** ***  ° † ‡ ^  Associate Professor  Political Science 

Greg Gangi * ** ***  ‡ ^  Associate Director  Institute for the 
Environment 

Hassan Melehy * Professor  Romance Studies 

Holger Moroff * ** *** ‡ ^  Adjunct Professor  Political Science 

Jakob Wiedekind * ** *** ^ DAAD Visiting Professor  Political Science 
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Jennifer Boittin * °  Frank Porter Graham Distinguished Professor  History 

Jens-Uwe Guettel * ^  Associate Professor  History 

Joanneke Fleischauer  ° ‡   African Studies & West European Studies 
Librarian  

UNC Libraries 

Jocelyn Aksin * ^ Teaching Assistant Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

John Pickles * ** *** ^  Phillips Distinguished Professor  Geography 

Karen Auerbach * **  Assistant Professor  History 

Karen Hagemann * ^  Kenan Distinguished Professor  History 

Klaus Larres * ** ***  ^  Krasno Distinguished Professor  History 

Konrad Jarausch * **  ‡ ^  Lurcy Distinguished Professor, Emeritus  History 

Letitia Guran * ^ Teaching Assistant Professor  Romance Studies 

Liesbet Hooghe * ** ***  ° † ‡ ^  Kenan Distinguished Professor  Political Science 

Maggie Fritz-Morkin * Associate Professor  Romance Studies 

Milada Vachudova * ** ***  † ‡ ^  Professor  Political Science 

Noah Kittner * **  ‡ ^  Assistant Professor  Environmental Sciences 

Priscilla Layne * ** ***  ° † ‡ ^  Professor, CES Director  Germanic/Slavic 

Richard Langston  * ^  Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Robert Jenkins * ** *** † ^  Teaching Professor  Political Science 

Ruth von Bernuth * ^ Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Sean Singh Matharoo * Assistant Professor  Romance Studies 

Serenella Iovino * ° ^  James Gordon Hanes Distinguished Professor in 
Humanities  

Romance Studies 

Sophia Strietholt * ^  Teaching Assistant Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Susan Pennybacker * ** ° ‡ ^  Poston Distinguished Professor  History 

Ted Leinbaugh * ** Associate Professor  Comparative Literature 

Tobias Wilke  * Assistant Professor  Germanic/Slavic 

Valeria Dani * Teaching Assistant Professor  Romance Studies 

Valerie Pruvost * ^  Senior Lecturer  Romance Studies 

Viktoria Ekstrand *  ° ‡ ^  Professor  Hussman School of 
Journalism & Media 

*EURO Instructor | **TAM Instructor | ***TAM Thesis Advisor | °CES Advisory Board | †TAM Advisory Board |  
‡ JMCE Key Staff |^ CES Funding Recipient 

 

 

 
Faculty Survey Results 

We conducted a survey of all core CES faculty. In it, we asked three questions: 

1. In response to the whether CES has benefitted their teaching and research, 82% of those 
responding said they strongly agreed. 

Several faculty gave concrete examples of how their research had benefitted from CES’ support, allowing 
them to organize events on campus. For example, Dorothea Heitsch from Romance Studies mentioned 
she greatly appreciated CES’ support for the “2021-2022 TAM Grant between UNC-CH and Université Paul 
Valery Montpellier 3.” More generally she said, “CES is a fantastic resource for anyone interested in 
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Europe and beyond. Colleagues at CES are absolutely exceptional.” Dan Thornton (GSLL) is grateful for 
CES’ help in “organizing for June 2025 [a conference] (Interdisciplinary Conference for Netherlandic 
Studies).” Holger Moroff expressed gratitude for CES’ facilitating “several panels on European foreign 
policy. The most recent example is a special issue of ‘German Politics and Society’ on the 'Zeitenwende' 
to which [he] contributed an article on ‘The return of Realpolitik to Berlin’.” Furthermore, faculty also 
stressed how further enriched classroom discussions were thanks to the participation of EURO and TAM 
students. Ruth von Bernuth (GSLL) stated, “Students who are connected to CES (EURO major, TAM or 
others) usually enrich the classroom experience.” 

2. In response to whether the EURO major, TAM, and CES offer positive benefits to undergraduate 
students, nearly 100% of those responding said they strongly agreed. 

Dan Sherman (Art and History) says that “CES does a great job serving faculty and students interested in 
Europe and actively advocating the interest and importance of European studies” and also “one of [his] 
MA students won a CES travel grant to support her thesis research.” Chad Bryant (History) remarked that 
“CES has been central to supporting [his] graduate student advisees through FLAS awards and events; 
establishing collaborative relationships with Charles University, Prague and King's College London; and 
providing a community that has made [him] a better teacher and scholar.” Valerie Pruvost (ROMS) said 
“I've had many students who continued their studies with the TAM. CES provides interesting talks for 
students and faculty. We have a big partnership with CES! They are a source of constant support.” And 
another professor for ROMS, Hassan Melehy, stated “several of my grad students have benefitted from 
the TAM program; students in the EURO major take my film classes.” 

3. When asked to describe their experience with CES, faculty gave the following responses.  

Tori Ekstrand, from the Hussmann School of Journalism, stated “Beginning with Katie's leadership and 
outreach and enhanced by Priscilla's expertise and desire for growth, the CES is a leading light on campus 
and more important than ever given threats to both American and European democratic institutions. The 
UNC campus should be thinking more actively about how to grow the tent of this center.” Noah Kittner 
(Environmental Sciences) says, “CES has supported interdisciplinary energy and climate policy research at 
UNC facilitating my Sustainable Energy Systems class. Additionally, I have interacted with various students 
through CES, including Melanie Altenkirch who graduated last year and completed her senior honors 
thesis on European Green Hydrogen Potential to meet Germany's Hydrogen Policy Targets. I am excited 
to collaborate further with CES, though I have only been working with them for several years, I have 
witnessed events they coordinated such as the offshore wind symposium with a British and European 
delegation that came to campus and provided unique learning opportunities for students and 
researchers.”   

Finally, several faculty expressed the desire to increase their engagement with CES. Dorothea Heitsch 
stated “I would like to apply for more grants.” Richard Langston, chair of the Dept. of Germanic and Slavic, 
expressed the desire to have regular one-one-one meetings with CES to better align our goals. Noah 
Kittner stated he would be happy to teach classes related to energy and climate policy. Kittner would also 
like to develop “trans-Atlantic research and experiential education for students to learn about clean 
energy transitions.” Ruth von Bernuth would like to teach classes on antisemitism and Jewish literatures. 
Hassan Melehy (ROMS) would like to teach more courses related to cinema. Dan Sherman (Art) had 
several ideas for courses he would like to teach, including Modern Art in Europe and Picturing Paris. 

Several faculty also expressed special appreciation for the work CES does, facilitating transatlantic 
cooperation and contributing to UNC’s global initiative. Karen Hagemann (History) says “The UNC CES 
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program is a wonderful asset for the university and supported the North Carolina German Studies Seminar 
and Workshop Series since 2006 for which I am personally, as one of its main organizers, very grateful!” 
Konrad Jarausch, a co-founder of the Center who recently retired from the History department said, “CES 
offers a window on Europe and the world to Carolina undergraduates, and the TAM program is an 
internationally renowned effort at professional and graduate education.” Dan Thornton (GSLL) also 
pointed out how much CES helped nurture the Dutch program which has since become quite successful: 
“CES was an early champion of Dutch at UNC and provided the funding for it for about 12 years until GSLL 
began funding it with help from the Dutch government.” 

 

The CES Advisory Board 
The CES Advisory Board was assembled in 1994 as the Center was founded and serves to support the 
activities of the Center and to advise Professor Layne, where necessary. The Board is comprised of Faculty 
from various disciplines and Professional Schools. Members are comprised of long-standing partners of 
the Center and new faculty as well as representatives of departments/schools with which we collaborate. 
The West European librarian is also a Board member. The Board meets twice yearly: once in the fall for 
an information session and discussion of Center activities, and once in the spring to select all FLAS and 
CES award recipients.  
 
The Advisory Board is comprised of the following members, all appointed for 3-year terms: 
 

Table 2. CES Advisory Board, Chaired by CES Director Priscilla Layne 

Jennifer Boittin Frank Porter Graham Distinguished Professor 
in History 

Department of History 

Chad Bryant Professor Department of History 

Victoria Ekstrand Professor School of Journalism 

Joanneke Fleischauer West European Librarian UNC Libraries 

Banu Gökariksel 
 

Professor 
Chair, Curriculum in Global Studies 

Geography 

Serenella Iovino James Gordon Hanes Distinguished Professor 
in Humanities 

Romance Studies 

Liesbet Hooghe W. R. Kenan Jr. Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science 

Political Science 

Gary Marks Craige Professor Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science 

Political Science 

Susan Pennybacker  Chalmers W. Poston Distinguished Professor of 
European History 

Department of History  

Daniel Sherman 
 

Lineberger Distinguished Professor of Art 
History and History 

Department of Art and Art 
History 

 
Facilities & equipment  
The Center for European Studies occupies seven offices on the third floor of the Fedex Global Education 
Center. Completed in 2007, this is an excellent location, as all UNC Area Studies centers are located on 
the third floor, allowing much collaboration and synergy effects of working within close proximity. We 
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have a common breakroom, copy room, and storage closet. There is also a common student-study work 
area, where all work-study students from all centers have desk space. TAM students have a dedicated 
study room on the fourth floor, which is shared with the MA Global and MA in Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies students. 

The GEC also houses classrooms, where EURO and TAM courses take place. CES is also able to reserve 
rooms in the GEC for events: a boardroom, several classrooms, the Nelson Mandela Auditorium, which 
seats 250 people, and the 4th floor with its roof-top terrace, an excellent space for lectures and 
receptions.  
 

Library Resources 
The UNC-CH Library continues to provide strong support to academic departments, centers, and programs 
across the curriculum, including faculty working on Europe.  
 
UNC University Libraries rank 17th among North American university libraries in terms of total volumes, 
and 25th in terms of total library investment in collections, staff, and other operating expenditures. Library 
resources in European Studies are comprehensive in range, cover the entire disciplinary spectrum, and 
have in-depth collections of national significance: the most complete holdings of imprints from major 
Renaissance presses, one of the largest assemblages of WWI personal narratives and posters, and 
comprehensive holdings of books and reports on EU economic conditions and politics. The University 
Libraries’ Rare Book Room collections include the French collections: Hoyt Collection of French History; 
the Mazarinade Pamphlet Collection, and the Estienne Imprint Collection. The Media Resources Center 
houses a physical collection and streaming access to resources in European languages including 173 
language-learning kits. In addition to acquiring materials on Europe in English, UNC catalog holdings 
include 1,263,405 resources in European languages, including 30 LCTLs. 68 million full-text, digital 
resources are in French, Dutch, German, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish. On Europe or European 
Studies including in history, politics and government, foreign relations, social aspects, and economics, 
UNC houses or provides access to over 1.4 million items. 
 
The West European Librarian, Joanneke Fleischauer (also a member of the CES Advisory Board), is tasked 
with the systematic collecting of print and electronic materials, ensuring that the collection supports 
topics that CES has identified as priorities, and the research and work of the TAM program. She also 
ensures that new faculty interests are incorporated into approval and notification plans and institutes 
collecting projects to enrich new areas of study. The European collections are strongly supported by the 
general library budget, by gift, and one-time funds – including CES support of $5000 per year of the Title 
VI grant cycle of funding.  
 

Institutional relationships 
CES has many institutional partners both on campus and off. We partner with departments across campus 
such as Political Science, History, Geography, Global Studies, Romance Studies, Department of Germanic 
and Slavic Languages and Literatures, Asian Studies, the Business, Law, and Journalism Schools, the 
Institute for the Environment, and CITAP, the Center for Information, Technology, and Public Life. We 
work closely with all Area Studies Centers, especially in administering and collaborating on Title VI projects 
such as FLAS, the K-12 Teacher Advisory Board, and our collaborative work with the NC Department of 
Public Instruction. On outreach activities, we work with World View for the K-12 teacher and Community 
College population and with the Program in the Humanities. We collaborate with Study Abroad and the 
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Office of the Vice Provost for Global Affairs, especially on the Diplomacy Initiative and activities geared to 
students.  
 
Off campus, we work closely with our overseas TAM partner universities. We support activities with UNC’s 
strategic partners in Europe: King’s College London and Tuebingen University in Germany. We collaborate 
with the other Western European Studies Title VI centers nationwide (Berkeley, Florida, Illinois, 
Pittsburgh, UT-Austin, and Wisconsin) as well as with the other US Jean Monnet Centers of Excellence and 
Jean Monnet Chair or Module holders. We work closely with the EU Delegation to the US and the 
European Parliament Liaison Office in DC. We work with the Bertelsmann Foundation, visiting them with 
our students when we go to DC each fall and inviting them to give presentations in our fall lecture series. 
Finally, we help strengthen our faculty’s ties to European colleagues by offering travel funding, summer 
research funds, and conference support. 
 

Student Funding 
Through our grants and fundraising efforts, we are able to support student research and travel.  

The Jean Monnet Center supports two MA or PhD students to research and study in the EU each summer 
(until 2026) and partially funds the TAM professional development trip to Brussels each June (through 
summer 2026). 
 
The UTFORSK funding for our partnership with the University of Bergen provides semester-long living 
stipends plus travel and visa costs for a total of 11 BA, MA, or PhD students (until 2026).  
FLAS Fellowships provide six Academic Year Fellowships for graduate students (full tuition if in-state 
student in College of Arts and Sciences, $20,000 stipend, and health insurance), two AY Fellowships for 
undergraduates ($10,000 toward tuition, $5000 stipend) and five summer awards to either graduate or 
undergraduate students ($5000 program tuition, $3500 stipend). This funding is through August 2026. 
 
The European Summer Research Award is funded through private donors and awards $3000 to three 
EURO majors for independent research in Europe each summer. This funding can be combined with 
summer study abroad. 
 
The Watson Excellence Fund provides $1000 to one incoming TAM student per year to fund transatlantic 
travel.  
 
The Friends of TAM Alumni Fund provides three TAM travel awards of $1500 each fall.  
If successful, the NATO and NEH grants would also support student travel to and research in Europe. 

 
Community Outreach  
CES has a 30-year history of community outreach. In the 2022-26 grant cycle, CES has averaged 81 events 
per year, reaching an average of 4032 direct participants per year. These events touch on a wide scope of 
topics relating to contemporary Europe and are designed to engage stakeholders across K-16 education, 
government and military, business, and nonprofit sectors. Since 2014, CES has diversified its funding for 
community outreach. In addition to continued Title VI and JMCE funding, CES has also benefitted from a 
Getting to Know Europe grant from the EU Delegation to the US and smaller outreach grants from the 
German and French Embassies to the US.   
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Since AY2015-16, CES has significantly scaled outreach efforts up to engage participants outside the 
university. Some events, especially those that are recurrent and on-campus, like the weekly fall 
TransAtlantic Masters Friday Lecture series, or the monthly NC German Seminar Series, which ended last 
spring after operating for 18 years, reach many faculty and graduate students with research interests on 
contemporary Europe, while also providing (a-) synchronous opportunities for engagement with the 
general public and educators. CES' annual Europe Week programming in the spring semester consistently 
attracts diverse participants with a blend of activities ranging from academic panels, keynotes with 
European and American diplomats, film screenings, and more. CES' semiannual TAM alumni panels 
likewise regularly draw not only current students and alums, but also educators, business practitioners, 
and government workers as career development resources. This combination of recurrent academic talks, 
targeted stakeholder opportunities, and pop-up events allows the Center to have the maximum reach 
possible, while appropriately serving each stakeholder group. 
 
CES is heavily involved in K-16 professional development and outreach to the North Carolina school 
system through K-14 educator training, high-school student competitions, funding opportunities, and 
resource creation. We conduct teacher training both in collaboration with on-campus groups like World 
View, the other Area Studies Centers, UNC Libraries, and the Ackland Art Museum, as well as off-campus 
partners such as the North Carolina Department for Public Instruction (NCDPI), the North Carolina 
Museum of Art, and local institutions such as local libraries. CES also conducts independent educator 
trainings, such as our EU in NC Study Tours, which occur every other year, and our annual Eurofellows 
educator fellowships, both of which invite educators to campus to receive professional development from 
faculty on European studies and curriculum development. In addition to on-campus offerings, CES strives 
to meet educators where they are. Entering its 10th year, the EU2U roadshows program provides 
workshops to K-14 students and educators at no cost, with scalable modules for a variety of audiences to 
build literacy in contemporary European and transatlantic politics, economics, and cultures. In 2024 alone 
the CES Outreach Coordinator hosted 15 workshops in 6 of 8 NC educational districts, ranging from Sylva, 
NC to Elizabeth City, NC. Even further afield, CES partners with Pittsburgh University to take appx. 30 K-
14 educators to Brussels, Belgium every summer to tour the EU institutions and NATO and develop 
curricula incorporating contemporary European content. 
 
Additionally, CES collaborates with the other Area Studies Centers and NCDPI to convene a Teacher 
Advisory Council with representation by teachers from all eight NCSBE districts. Educators meet twice per 
year to provide feedback on area-studies resources and programming, while also receiving professional 
development related to international education.  
 
Since 2014, CES has produced over 100 open-source lesson plans, 235 videos and event recordings, and 
several long-form digital resources including micro-sites on the Cold War, veiling traditions, and the 
Teaching the EU Toolkits. These resources continue to be widely used, receiving hundreds of thousands 
of views annually from users around the globe. 
 
Students and alums are crucial to the Center’s community outreach efforts.  Students across the 
university, including those in professional schools, are not only a target audience in many of our outreach 
activities, but are one of our most valuable assets. Both our EURO majors and TAM students are a source 
of knowledge and energy that we have drawn upon to conduct teacher trainings, student competitions, 
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and community events. Through engagement with the Center’s outreach mission, students gain 
professional development and networks that they will in turn support as program alums.  
 

Table 3. Select CES Outreach Activities 2024-2025 

Clean Tech Summit Collaboration with UNC Institute for the Environment reaching more than 
1,000 industry professionals, government officials, and students from 
different North Carolina universities to share and celebrate the innovations 
reshaping energy, food, batteries, biotechnology, and more. 

NATO75: Celebrating 
75 Years of 
Transatlantic 
Cooperation 

Collaboration with UNC Global to bring executive vice president of the 
Atlantic Council Jenna Ben Yehuda and TAM alums to discuss contemporary 
challenges to the transatlantic relationship and security and career paths for 
current students. 

AI & the EU Virtual seminar for North Carolina Community College educators and 
students on The EU’s AI regulation led by Tori Ekstrand (Hussman School of 
Journalism) in collaboration with World View, a public service of UNC-CH. 

Europe Week at 
Carolina 

Week of contemporary Europe-themed activities including film screenings, 
lectures, and an alumni panel. 

 
 

CES Needs  
As we will demonstrate throughout this Self-Study, there are particular needs we have identified which, 
when met, will set EURO and TAM up for future success. They are a combination of strategic and future 
planning, financial investments, and financial requests which can primarily solve our urgent teaching 
needs and can ensure continued student success in our programs: 
 

- Instructional budget for EURO for 1-2 courses per year, particularly an annual First Year Seminar 
($30,000 plus fringe per course buyout). EURO is the only undergraduate major at UNC without 
an instructional budget. We recognize we are amongst the smallest majors, but we are growing. 
(American Studies has 63 majors and minors; Archaeology 47; Classics 37; Art History 88). An 
instructional budget would allow EURO to offer its own First Year Seminar, thereby embedding 
itself into the IDEAS in Action curriculum and providing a foundational course for all EURO majors. 
This model has proven successful when offered three fall semesters in a row from 2018-2020 with 
Dean’s Office funding. Furthermore, an instructional budget would increase UNC’s institutional 
commitment for CES which we can leverage for further grant funding. This external funding in 
turn supports faculty teaching and research, student scholarships and professional development, 
language courses, institutional partnerships, as well as conferences, lectures, and events. 
 

- Increase State support for EURO-TAM Student Services Manager to 50% from 25%. EURO-TAM 
has ca 100 students annually for which we provide in-depth student services including course 
section set-up, CIM, cross-listings, course registration, room reservations, Honors Theses, Tarheel 
Tracker course adjustments, individualized advising, career preparation and professional 
development, communications, Canvas sites, study abroad advising and credit transfer, alumni 
relations and networking, Model EU travel and advising, and many community-building activities. 
This work is required to ensure both the EURO major’s and TAM program’s success and is part of 
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the essential duties provided by the University. We request this position no longer be grant-
funded but instead 50/50 between the State and TAM program. 
 

- Increase State support for CES Business Manager from 33% to 50%. The role of Business Manager 
is an essential function of the university (two of the four Area Studies Centers Business Managers 
are paid fully by State funds). The position is responsible for processing all financial transactions 
including student awards/GradStar, course payments for LAC, various language courses, and 
faculty overloads, Chair travel and research funds, all Human Resources transactions, Concur 
travel system, in addition to the entire TAM financial portfolio and all grant-related transactions 
and compliance. We request this position no longer be grant-funded but instead 50/50 between 
the State and TAM program. 
 

- Create a 5-year TAM teaching plan (MOU) on an annual basis with Political Science to outline TAM 
teaching to ensure required and relevant TAM courses are taught. 
 

- Dedicated Teaching Assistant Professor (TAP) for TAM and EURO teaching needs. Five-year 
contract at $70,000 plus fringe salary rate. This person would teach three courses per semester 
for EURO majors and TAM students. We request funding for this position from the State. 
 

- CES combined TA & Post-Doc position. CES would offer a PhD student (as part of recruitment 
strategies) continued professional development opportunities during their PhD studies and 
involve them in Center activities. Then, upon finishing their PhD, they would take on a two-year 
Post-Doc at the Center to teach EURO and TAM students. We would like to create two such 
positions, one for a Political Science graduate student focused on TAM and one for a student from 
a social sciences or humanities field, which would focus more on the EURO courses. Our first two 
could be in POLI and in GSLL (under the tutelage of Dr. Layne). Post-Doc at $50,000 per year plus 
fringe paid for by TAM. 
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Chapter 2: The TransAtlantic Masters 
 
The Center for European Studies (CES) has been home to the TransAtlantic Masters (TAM) Program since 
1996. After two years of program preparation, CES recruited and enrolled TAM’s first cohort of students 
in 1998. In the program’s 26-year history, TAM has produced close to 500 graduates and has curated a 
powerful community of transatlantic experts. Established with financial support from the European 
Commission and the US Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary 
Education (FIPSE), TAM continues to grow and build bridges between the UNC-CH campus and 
international, world-renown universities, professional communities, think tanks, and other European 
Studies and Title VI centers. Now in its third decade of operation, TAM faces both new challenges and 
opportunities for growth.  
 
As a Center, we strive to provide students with campus-based and overseas global-learning opportunities 
relevant to contemporary Europe. TAM, a two-year MA Program which requires overseas study, operates 
as a consortium of eight partner universities: UNC-CH, Bath University, Bremen University, Gothenburg 
University, Humboldt University of Berlin, Sciences-Po Grenoble, Universität Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona, 
and the University of Siena. TAM remains one of CES’ most successful and innovative ventures furthering 
international education on both sides of the Atlantic and advancing the Center’s mission to bring 
European voices to campus. Graduates of the TAM Program have gone on to forge remarkable careers in 
government service, research, academic, and corporate positions. Many of the TAM graduates remain 
engaged with the Center and give back to the TAM program in substantial ways. 
 
Each year we aim to build a cohort of 20 incoming students. Some of these individuals will be well-known 
to us as EURO-TAM dual degree students or EURO majors who are not a part of the assured admissions 
offering. Some TAM students will be international – typically from an EU country. Others will come to us 
from throughout the US. All of them will have a passion for European Studies and a strong undergraduate 
academic record. Most TAM students will have studied abroad as undergraduates, and some will also 
have had relevant internship and work experience.   
 
Another significant strength of the program involves TAM staff members and the faculty, from various 
academic departments at UNC-CH and from our partner sites, who lead TAM courses and direct TAM 
thesis projects. Please see relevant bios in the appendix. Many of those who work and teach in TAM have 
been involved since the program began or soon thereafter. Our community fondly refers to itself as a 
TAM-ily. The enduring involvement of faculty members such as Professors Liesbet Hooghe and Gary Marks 
from the UNC Political Science Department, Visiting Professor Christiane Lemke since 1988, and 
administrators such as Katie Shanahan Lindner ’99, a member of TAM’s first-ever cohort and current CES 
Executive Director, ensure for programmatic continuity and a sense of commitment to TAM’s longevity. 
TAM’s Associate Director, Sarah Hutchison, has been in her role for over 22 years and has visited all of the 
active overseas program sites. TAM founders such as Professors Ingo Peters, Gert Glaessner, and Claudia 
Matthes from Humboldt University of Berlin as well as Professor Urban Strandberg of Gothenburg 
University, see the mission of the program as not wholly dissimilar to the mission of the EU – to strengthen 
ties across individuals and nations in order to forge a more peaceful and democratic future. These are 
lofty aspirations which may deviate from today’s claims of institutional neutrality; however, we are no 
less keen to equip students with the practical skills, knowledge, and experiences which will render them 
ready to take on the challenges of today and to secure meaningful, relevant, and gainful employment 
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once they have graduated. At both the macro and micro levels, program staff and faculty members take 
these goals seriously. In the way of a Faculty Advisory Board, a TAM Alumni External Advisory Board, 
twice-yearly plenary meetings for faculty and administrators across the sites, student surveys, internal 
reports, and carefully crafted opportunities for informal dialogue, we have many different mechanisms in 
place to help us assess success and meet challenges.   
 
In the eight years since our last Program Review, it is impossible to overstate the effects that specific world 
events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, Brexit, and the war in Ukraine, have had on the TAM Program. 
Such upheavals have given TAM’s administrators the opportunity to show resilience and creative problem-
solving skills. UNC’s Graduate School has been an invaluable partner at all times, but especially when 
challenges arise. Similarly, our TAM overseas partners remain in lock-step with us to ensure our students’ 
safety. 
 
Our program’s small size and the strength and support of our graduates have also been key factors in our 
ability to not only weather challenges far beyond our control but to emerge stronger from them. For 
instance, during the COVID pandemic, we were able to adjust students’ schedules to delay overseas study 
and allow for early thesis work for those who did not feel comfortable leaving their home base. Others 
took leaves of absence or sought extensions, but all returned to the program, and we did not lose a single 
student in this period. During the summer of 2020, TAM graduates crafted remote internship 
opportunities for TAM students and led zoom sessions focused on career development. Other alumni 
community members met students in local parks to share their work experiences and provide 
encouragement and advice.  
 
Additionally, in 2023, Professor John Stephens, who had served as the CES Director for seventeen years, 
retired fully from UNC. He thus no longer teaches his TAM core course, Comparative Welfare States, which 
had become a staple of the program’s curriculum. Thanks to the continued support of the Political Science 
Department and to new leadership of the current CES Director, Professor Priscilla Layne, TAM has 
navigated this administrative and curricular shift well. This fall, Professor Layne is teaching a new TAM 
core course, EURO 490: Diversity and Policy Shifts. This class is be open to TAM students as well as to 
advanced EURO majors. 
 
Both the EURO Curriculum and the TAM Program have no dedicated faculty of their own. UNC teaching 
needs are met by faculty from academic departments with close ties to the Center. While the classes on 
offer are excellent and topical, this situation leaves little room for us to shape TAM offerings or to offer a 
fixed set of courses year-to-year. With several key faculty members involved with TAM nearing retirement 
age, TAM now needs increased curricular stability. This goal might be accomplished by way of long-term 
planning and a detailed MOU with the Political Science department. We are aware of two recent Political 
Science faculty hires with expertise in Contemporary Europe. We may be approaching just the right 
moment to collaborate more closely with the Political Science Department to set long-term goals for TAM 
teaching. We would welcome this opportunity as we understand that the department’s leadership is set 
to change after this year. 
 

TAM Mission Statement 
Established in 1998, this international and collaborative two-year MA program focuses on contemporary 
Europe and the transatlantic relationship. Students learn about EU institutions, European integration, and 
comparative politics. They focus on the pressing issues Europe faces today such as security, immigration, 
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climate change, and economic disparity. TAM educates students by way of classroom and experiential 
learning environments. We train individuals in the methods of social-science critical inquiry and cultural 
adaptability. We remain committed to and engaged with the alumni community as our graduates pursue 
many different types of goals in international diplomacy, business, education, politics, law, policy, and 
research. The TAM network now has an expansive reach involving individuals and organizations across 
many sectors and countries. 
 

Curricular Matrix 

The TAM Program involves a two-year course of study. Each fall a new class of roughly 20 TAM students 
begins the program in Chapel Hill as a single cohort. These students take three common courses, one 
track-specific required course, and one elective class. The optional trip to Washington, DC, scheduled over 
fall break, helps to foster cohort cohesion which often lives on many years after graduation. TAM offers a 
political-science-based educational approach to the transatlantic relationship and combines rigorous 
academic training with experiential learning which our required international study component provides. 
While involved in coursework, students gain an in-depth understanding of the structures and functions of 
the EU. They investigate the major social and political issues currently relevant to the US and Europe 
through a comparative lens. Students gain research, quantitative, and language skills as they undertake 
study on university campuses on both sides of the Atlantic. We also provide training opportunities focused 
on job searching, networking, and intercultural competence. 
 
Students seek the UNC-CH MA in Political Science and must fulfill the requirements established by the 
degree-granting department and the UNC-CH Graduate School. Students will choose whether to pursue 
the Single Degree or the Double Degree, and one of four concentrations within those two options. 
 
All TAM students complete at least 13 credit hours in their initial TAM semester.  TAM currently offers 
several subplans which reflect the expertise of participating faculty and interests of applicants and 
students: Comparative Climate Change Policy, European Governance, German-Turkish Studies, and 
Transatlantic Studies. These different tracks enable students to gain exposure to a specific subtopic under 
the umbrella of contemporary European Studies. 
 
TAM students complete three semesters of required coursework and then, in semester four, they earn 3 
UNC credits in which they complete the thesis and graduate. The program frontloads the course load with 
a 13-cedit-hour initial fall semester at UNC-CH in order to provide an intense common educational core 
which helps ensure all students gain a shared knowledge set at the outset. As students proceed through 
the remaining semesters of coursework, they are afforded the opportunity to focus on the subject matter 
offered at overseas sites and gain from the expertise of international faculty (please see Appendix 2 for 
sample bios of overseas program administrators).  
 
By the end of the program, students focus on a topic relevant to contemporary Europe and undertake 
original research in the form of an MA thesis. Preferrably, UNC-CH degree seekers are matched with a 
UNC-CH Political Science faculty member who oversees their thesis progress. Double-degree seekers craft 
one thesis with direction from faculty at both their European institution and UNC-CH and submit the final 
product to both universities.  
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Table 4. TAM Structure 

TransAtlantic Masters Program (TAM)  

 
Semes
ter 1 

Semester 2 Semester 3 
Semester 4/ 
Thesis 

Summer/ 
Thesis 

TransAtlantic 
Studies Track 
(Single Degree) 

UNC 
 

Humboldt University, 
Berlin; Sciences-Po 
Grenoble; University 
of Bath; University of 
Siena; or UNC 

Bath; Grenoble; 
Humboldt; Siena 

Bath; 
Grenoble; 
Humboldt; 
Siena 

N/A 

European 
Governance 
Track  
(Double Degree) 

UNC 

Humboldt; 
University of 
Bremen; 
University of 
Gothenburg; UPF 
Barcelona; 

Bremen; 
Gothenburg; 
Humboldt; 
UPF 

Bremen; 
Gothenburg; 
Humboldt; 
UPF 

Climate Change 
Policy Track 
(Double Degree) 

UNC 
Humboldt; 
Gothenburg 

Humboldt; 
Gothenburg 

Humboldt; 
Gothenburg 

German-Turkish 
Track  
(Single Degree) 

UNC or Humboldt 
University 

Humboldt 
University 

Humboldt 
University 

N/A 

 
As one of the oldest and most well-established MA-level transatlantic degree programs in the US, TAM 
serves as a model for other institutions keen to engage in innovative international education partnerships, 
and we continually seek new avenues to enhance relations with our consortium partners. Three of our 
partner universities are currently reviewing a new agreement template with hopes of deepening ties to 
TAM by offering the double degree. These schools include the University of Bath, Sciences Po Grenoble, 
and the University of Siena. 
 
 

Fall Semester at UNC-CH – ALL TAM students enrolled  
 
All TAM students take the following core courses at Carolina in the program’s first semester: 

- POLI 733: European Institutions and Integration with Professor Christiane Lemke (3 credits) 
- POLI 788: Methods, Research Skills, and Data usage in Social Science with Professor Holger Moroff 

(3 credits) 
- POLI 882: US-EU Lecture Series with Professor Priscilla Layne (1 credit) 
- One 3-credit elective of their choice in the 400-600-level range in any department – the class must 

have relevance to contemporary US and/or European Politics and/or Culture 
 

The students will also take a fifth course with direct relevance to their TAM Track or Subplan. Most TAM 
students now opt to remain at UNC for the spring semester as well and take: 

- POLI 432: Comparative Tolerance with Professor Don Searing  
- POLI 490: Political Corruption with Professor Holger Moroff 
- POLI 888: Transatlantic Data Analysis with Jaime Lindh and Professor Mark Crescenzi 
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- As well as one or two elective classes depending on their TAM track. 
 
 

TAM Single-Degree Tracks 
Within the TAM Program, there are two routes to the single, UNC, MA degree. Students can opt to follow 
the Transatlantic Studies or the German-Turkish Studies track. These are both 4-semester-long programs 
through which students typically earn 40-46 UNC credits. Those enrolled have the option to spend one 
semester or one full academic year at UNC-CH before they cast off to take courses overseas. Within the 
Transatlantic Studies track, students can study at two different overseas partner sites. In the German-
Turkish Studies track, students must go to the Humboldt University in Berlin for one or two semesters of 
coursework. In both tracks, students typically have the ability to spend the thesis module in the location 
of their choice; however, the German academic year, which typically runs from October to July, usually 
requires TAM students to stay put in Berlin for the thesis module. 
 

Transatlantic Studies Track 
Partner institutions: 

• University of Bath 

• Humboldt University Berlin 

• Sciences Po Grenoble 

• University of Siena 
 
Our TransAtlantic Studies Track is the original track of TAM and remains the route through which students 
enhance their foreign-language skills and gain the expertise in transatlantic relations. Ultimately, UNC 
grants an MA degree in Political Science, Concentration Transatlantic Studies to these students.  
 
The Transatlantic Studies Track is run in conjunction with our sister program, the Euromasters Program 
housed at the University of Bath. This TAM track offers students the greatest amount of flexibility in terms 
of course choice, foreign-language learning, and site selection. Students complete 30 ECTS in coursework 
for each overseas semester. 
 
At Bath University classes are offered by the Department of Politics, Languages and International Studies 
in English, and vary from year to year. 

- In the spring, Bath’s focuses on “Europe in an International World: Trade, International Security, 
and Crime.” Courses include, but are not limited to, International Relations of South and Central 
Asia, Theories of conflict and conflict resolution, Russian politics in comparative perspective and 
Gender, Peace, and Security. 

- In the fall, Bath’s focus is  “Security in Europe and a Globalized World.” Courses include, but are 
not limited to,International Terrorism, Critical Approaches to International Security, The 
Resurgence of Reactionary Politics, Theoretical Approaches to International Politics and Foreign 
Policy, and Technology and politics: disruption, regulation, misinformation. 

 
Humboldt University (HU) of Berlin – classes are offered by the Institute of Social Sciences in German and 
English. TAM students at HU are eligible to take elective classes at any university in Berlin. In addition, this 
site offers a trip to Brussels which includes simulation exercises and site visits. In May 2024, two TAM 
students in Berlin traveled to Turkey for a 5-day Blended Intensive Program (BIP) in Bodru focused on the 

https://www.euromasters.eu/
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EU’s relationship with the Middle East. In addition, students can pay a small fee to take German-language 
classes in Berlin if they wish. 

- HU’s spring focus is “Democratic Governance and Foreign Policy in Europe.” Courses include, but 
are not limited to, EU Foreign Policy, East Germany’s Secret Police and Contemporary Surveillance 
Culture, Political Emotions: Between Solidarity and Polarization and Theories of Globalization. 

- HU’s fall focus is “Democratization and Political Change in Europe.” Courses include, but are not 
limited to, The Transformation of Political Parties, Rule of Law and Democracy in the Western 
Balkans, Governing Wider Europe, and Current Challenges to Democracy. 

 
At Sciences-Po Grenoble (S-P) classes are offered in French and English.  It is possible for TAM students 
to take optional French-language classes while in Grenoble. 
 

- The spring focus is on “The Policies and Practices of International Organizations.” After taking 
courses for the first 6 weeks of this module, most students take part in an internship and produce 
a written report documenting and critically reflecting on the internship experience. Courses 
include: 

o Europeanisation of Public Policies 
o Droit européen de l’immigration et de l’asile, European Economic Governance (Taught in 

French) 
o Welfare states in the EU 
o La politique européenne de voisinage (Taught in French) 
o The EU and international security 
o EU External Action 

 
- The fall courses focus on “The Policies and Practices of International Organizations.” Classes 

include: 
o EU Law and Politics 
o Les entreprises dans l’Union européenne (Taught in French) 
o European Political Parties 
o L’UE et la protection de l’environnement (Taught in French) 
o Interest Groups and collective Action in the EU 
o Public Opinion in the EU 
o The Relations between Europe and the US Since World War II 

 
Finally, the University of Siena (UniSi) only offers courses in the second fall semester of TAM. These are 
taught in Italian and English. It is possible for TAM students to take optional Italian-language classes in 
Siena. 

- The UniSi fall semester focuses on “Europe in the 21st Century: Choices and Challenges.” Classes 
include: 

o Multiculturalism in Europe: the Mediterranean dimension 
o From the nation state to European polity 
o The political economy of the EU 
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Thesis Module 

In their fourth and final semester in the program, TAM Transatlantic Track students complete an MA 
thesis. The TAM Office provides a detailed deadline chart to guide students through the thesis writing 
process. UNC-CH degree seekers work with a UNC-CH Political Science faculty member, who serves as a 
thesis director. Two other UNC-CH faculty members serve as thesis readers. Students are encouraged to 
seek guidance from an on-site advisor at the overseas site where they have completed their coursework. 
Topics must be approved by a UNC-CH thesis director and must focus on an issue or issues relevant to 
contemporary Europe. While overseas, TAM’s single degree students remain enrolled in a placeholder 
course (TAP 700) on the UNC-CH side. The placeholder is set up by the Registrar’s office and reflects the 
name of the overseas partner school where the student is enrolled. Once the TAM office has the student’s 
transcript with course titles and grades from the overseas site, these are communicated to the UNC 
Graduate School and to the Registrar and reflected on the student’s transcript in the form of PLTM courses 
created by the Registrar’s Office. 
 

TAM’s German-Turkish Studies Track  
Partner Institutions: 

• Humboldt University Berlin 
 

In the fall of 2014, TAM welcomed the first German-Turkish Studies students to Chapel Hill. These students 
study for two semesters at UNC-CH and for two semesters at Humboldt University in Berlin. German-
Turkish track students seek a UNC-CH MA in Political Science, Concentration German-Turkish Studies.  
 
Just as TAM’s Transatlantic Studies track grew from an existing program offered by the University of Bath, 
the Euromasters program, our German-Turkish Studies track is rooted in the German-Turkish Masters 
Program (GeTMA) which Humboldt University has run for the past nineteen years.  This track of TAM 
draws upon and enhances UNC-CH’s Turkish Studies program and faculty. In their second academic year, 
students are based in Berlin at Humboldt University where they integrate into the GeTMA Program, take 
courses, and then write a thesis. Our German-Turkish initiative broadens our current offerings, meets 
expectations of our prospective students, and incorporates study of an important strategic EU neighbor 
and NATO member into the program. Coursework focuses on economic development, democracy in 
Turkey and Germany, Turkey’s role as an EU ascension state, and German immigration.  
 
In collaboration with near-by Duke University, UNC offers a Turkish-language study program, which grew 
out of Title VI seed funding. All students in this track must take either Turkish or German language training.  
 
In the Fall Semester at UNC-CH, German-Turkish Studies students take the required core TAM classes. 
POLI 733, 788, and 882 plus: 

- TURK/GERM:  Elementary Turkish Instruction or German language instruction (3 Credits) These 
credits do not count towards the MA degree; however, they do appear on the official UNC-CH 
transcript. 

- An elective Turkish Studies course (3 credits) such as one of Professor Banu Gökarıksel‘s upper-
level undergraduate courses and graduate seminars in Geography such as ‘Gender, Space and 
Place in the Middle East’ (GEOG/ASIA 447) or her GEOG/INTS 448: ‘Transnational Geographies of 
Muslim Societies’, or Independent Study course with Professor Eren Tasar or Professor Cemil 
Aydin focused on Turkey’s Political History. 
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In the spring semester at UNC, these TAM students continue with their foreign-language training in 
German or Turkish and work closely with the Director of Graduate Studies to find three suitable courses 
of three credits each. In recent years, these students have taken POLI 440: Authoritarian Politics, POLI 
453: When Countries Go Broke, and POLI 631: European Security. 
 
During their second fall semester at the Humboldt University Berlin, students take a course called 
Germany in Transition: New Political, Societal and Economic Changes as well as one called German 
Democracy in Comparative Perspective.  The third course is called Germany, Turkey, and the EU, its 
Frontiers and Neighbors, earning 30 ECTS. 
 

TAM’s Double degree tracks 
In October 2015 the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) approved our double-degree 
offering involving several overseas partners. As a result, TAM students can now earn a UNC-CH MA and a 
European credential in two years. TAM currently offers two tracks through which it is possible to seek a 
degree from UNC and a European partner simultaneously: The European Governance Track, which first 
enrolled students in 2008 under a single degree option, and the Comparative Climate Change Policy Track, 
launched in 2023. These tracks offer courses taught exclusively in English and do not involve any credit 
transfer back to UNC from an overseas partner site. Students only write one MA Thesis, which is 
submitted to both UNC and the partner institution. 
 
Partner Institutions: 

• Bremen University 

• Gothenburg University 

• Humboldt University Berlin, 

• University Pompeu Fabra (UPF). 
 
TAM European Governance Track  
Our European Governance Track provides the opportunity to study on both sides of the Atlantic and is 
designed for individuals who plan to conduct research, either through employment at research-oriented 
think tanks or governmental work or by continuing academic study at the doctoral level. A two-semester 
statistics and methods sequence is required for these students. They receive training in the research and 
critical-inquiry methods of Political Science and in the statistical software called R. This track began as a 
(now-defunct) partnership with VU Amsterdam in 2008 and has grown to include UPF (added in 2009) and 
Bremen University (which joined in 2010). The Humboldt University of Berlin and Gothenburg University 
in Sweden now also participate in this track of TAM. Students complete two consecutive semesters of 
coursework at UNC-CH before spending an academic year abroad. Classes focus on Social Policy, Political 
Contestation and European Governance, with an emphasis on quantitative methods training. These 
degree candidates seek a European MA and the MA in Political Science with a concentration in European 
Governance from UNC-CH. This track has attracted an outstanding pool of applicants. Graduates tend to 
pursue careers in which their statistical training will serve them well; most of them are astute analysts 
and researchers. 
 
In their first year, the European Governance students will take the core courses listed above which all 
TAM students take: POLI 733, 788, and 882 plus one elective as well as Professor Milada Vachudova’s POLI 
438: Undivided Europe or POLI 490.201 (3 credits): EU Foreign Policy in Times of Uncertainty.  
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In the spring semester at UNC, European Governance track students must take 2 electives and 2 required 
3-credit courses: 

- POLI  630: Political Contestation (3 credits) taught by Professor Gary Marks or Professor Liesbet 
Hooghe 

- POLI 888: Transatlantic Data Analysis (3 credits) taught by Jaime Lindh and Professor Mark 
Crescenzi 

 
In year two, students spend two semesters at the partner institution of their choosing. 
 
At Humboldt University Berlin, students are housed within the Institute for Social Sciences. They join a 
two-year MA Program and enroll in a mix of two compulsory classes in the field of EU studies and 
comparative politics and two elective classes plus an introductory week prior to the semester start. This 
coursework allows them to study together with their peers as well as to specialize in topics of their own 
academic interest. In their second semester at HU, students will work on their theses, accompanied by 
weekly sessions during which they will have the opportunity to introduce their work in progress, receive 
feedback, and hone their research skills.  
 
In addition to the UNC MA in Political Science, concentration European Governance, they earn the 
International Masters Degree of Social Sciences from the HU-Berlin. 
 
The University of Bremen has strong offerings in social policy. Here, students are based within the Center 
on Inequality and Social Policy. Coursework focuses on international and European comparative social 
policy, pensions, health policy, research training, and research design. Students integrate into a two-year 
MA in Social Policy program. Research internships are required and tailored to students’ research 
interests. In the fall semester, TAM students take the Social Policy in Germany: Structures, Theories and 
Economics series, another class on social legislation, and they intern under the direction of a professor 
working in a common field of interest.  The internship involves writing a 20-page report. In the next 
semester students pass a Research Design/Examination Colloquium (en bloque) and complete their thesis. 
 
In addition to the UNC MA in Political Science, concentration European Governance, they earn the MA in 
Social Policy from the University of Bremen. 
 
At UPF Barcelona, students enroll in a one-year MA program housed in the Department of Policial and 
Social Sciences. Students take eight courses and complete an MA thesis. Course titles include Techniques 
of Statistical Analysis I, Electoral Systems, Multiculturality and Immigration Policies, Globalization and 
European Integration, Democracy and Political Liberalism, Social Policy and the Welfare State, Electoral 
Competition and Voting Behavior, and Migration and Society.  
 
In addition to the UNC MA in Political Science, concentration European Governance, they earn an MA in 
Research in Political Science from UPF. Next year the UPF degree will change in name to an MA in 
Governance. 
 
In Gothenburg, TAM students integrate into a two-year MA program focused on European Studies, the 
Master’s of European Studies (MAES) Program. They take one class at a time. The instructors often 
collaborate and offer team-taught courses. Students have the opportunity to study the Nordic and 
Swedish welfare state model as well as European migration issues. Swedish-language instruction is also 
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on offer. Students also have the chance to join the well-established student organization, Brännpunkt 
Europa/Focal Point Europe 
 
In addition to the UNC MA in Political Science, concentration European Governance, they earn an MA of 
European Studies from the University of Gothenburg. 
 

Summer Session II in Europe 

In order to complete all requirements for both degrees, it is necessary for students to add some extra 
time and graduate in August. During the second summer students remain in Europe at their overseas site 
and complete their thesis work for UNC and the partner university. In preparation for graduation, they 
enroll in UNC-CH‘s Summer Session II for POLI 993: MA Thesis (3 credits), 
 

Allocation of Credits 
After completing 25 credit hours towards their UNC-CH MA degree in their first year, TAM’s double-degree 
seeking students go overseas for year two.  No credits earned abroad accrue on the UNC-CH side. In this 
second year, students remain enrolled in thesis credits at Carolina throughout the duration of the 
program. The overseas classes only count towards the European degree. Only the MA Thesis counts 
toward both degrees.  
 
Comparative Climate Change Policy Track 
Partner institutions: 

• University of Gothenburg 

• Humboldt University Berlin 
 
The TAM program launched a new, fourth track of the program in Fall 2023. This academic path enables 
students to focus on Comparative Climate Change Policy in the US and the EU and to simultaneously earn 
MA degrees from UNC-CH and the overseas partner site where they study in their second year of the 
program.  
 
Demand from prospective applicants and students has motivated us to add this TAM track as do the 
abundant employment opportunities in this field and the urgent need for international action in this area. 
Over the past several years, TAM students have already engaged in the type of courses described below; 
we now have a formal way to recognize this climate-change-policy focus on the student’s transcript and 
a formal way for students to articulate this course of study to prospective employers.  
 
Students in TAM’s newest track emerge with a comprehensive understanding of climate change policies 
and the EU’s institutional mechanisms for enacting them at the supra-national, member-state and local 
levels. Students also learn how environmental policies have developed in the US. They examine the role 
of the states versus the federal government in writing policies into law. Further investigations look at the 
impact of other stakeholders such as transnational firms and the ways in which these companies adhere 
to sustainable practices and how non-governmental organizations promote eco-friendly practices. Strong 
emphasis is placed on the inequity that arises as a result of these policies and practices and on nefarious 
efforts to subvert sustainability goals. We believe issues of social justice remain central to all aspects of 
this emerging field. This track of TAM prepares students to pursue jobs as environmental compliance 
officers, lobbyists, economists, researchers, journalists, policy analysts, data scientist, and educators.  
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In their first semester, Comparative Climate Change Policy students will take the core courses listed above 
which all TAM students take: POLI 733, 788, and 882. Plus POLI 490: Transatlantic Politics of Climate 
Change with Professor Bob Jenkins. 
 
Students also take one 3-credit elective class of their choosing in the fall semester. In the fall of 2023, 
students in this track took PLAN 655: Planning for Natural Hazards and Climate Risk. This fall, students are 
in Professor Noah Kittner’s Sustainable Energy Systems class – ENVR 548. 
 
In the second semester at UNC, students take 2 required classes and two 3-credit electives. 
The required courses are: 

- POLI 891: Corruption in the US and Europe  
- POLI 888: Transatlantic Data Analysis 

 
Electives may include such classes as: 

- ENVR 635 - Energy Modeling 
- PLCY 560: Health and Human Rights 
- PLCY 715 - Data Science and Public Policy 

 
In the summer between the two TAM years, it may be possible for students to intern with a relevant 
organization such as the World Resources Institute or the US Department of Energy. Though TAM does 
not require internships, we do have a credit-bearing TAM internship course, POLI 799, to be used in case 
the internship-granting organization requires the student to earn course credits. 
 
In year two, TAM students have the choice to participate in relevant programs at either Gothenburg 
University or Humboldt University. These institutions have MA programs into which TAM students can 
integrate to take relevant coursework. No credits will transfer back to UNC from the partner institutions. 
Only the thesis will be double counted towards both MA degrees.  
 
At the University of Gothenburg, students take courses on Environmental Governance European 
Environment and Energy. 
 
At the Humboldt University Berlin, the Division of Resource Economics offers classes focused on 
agricultural policy research and political economy studies and concentrates on the combination of 
institutional economics, agri-environmental policies, and transformation issues. In addition, new courses 
will examine climate change from an interdisciplinary perspective involving the intersection of literature 
and agricultural sciences. 
 
Since students first enrolled in this program in the fall of 2023, we will have our first graduates of the 
Comparative Climate Change Policy track in August of 2025. On the UNC side, students will earn the MA 
in Political Science, Concentration Comparative Climate Change Policy. In Berlin, students will earn the 
International MA in Social Sciences and in Gothenburg, the MA in European Studies. 
 

Administrative and Financial Structure 
 
TAM has always been housed at the Center for European Studies, but its registrar home was in the UNC-
CH’s Friday Center, where all distance-education programs live. In fact, all TAM students are still classified 
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as Off-Campus Studies (OS) within the UNC-CH system. TAM’s registrar home moved from the Friday 
Center to the Political Science Department roughly ten years ago. This decision was made because the 
degree is an MA in Political Science, although the TAM administrative home remains in CES.  
As noted in the Leadership chapter above, the Center’s Director, Professor Priscilla Layne, serves as the 
TAM Director. The Center’s Executive Director, Katie Shanahan Lindner, also oversees TAM. Further, a full-
time staff person, Sarah Hutchison, serves as the Associate Director and the Director of Graduate Studies; 
she works on recruitment, admissions, student-services and alumni relations. Sarah organizes the annual 
professionalization and alumni development field trips to Washington, DC over fall break in October, New 
York City over spring break, and a June trip to Brussels. There are three annual alumni panels which serve 
as recruiting events; internship and career advising is also offered by both CES staff members and our 
dedicated alumni. Part-time assistance is provided by Akma Kasmaganbetova, Center’s Business Manager, 
and Kayla Bassett, our Student Services Manager. 
 
A TAM Advisory Committee, consisting of TAM faculty and thesis advisors from the Political Science 
Department, oversees admissions and sets program policy. This committee makes initial admissions 
selections over which the Graduate School has the final decision-making power. An international TAM 
committee with representatives from each partner institution in the US and Europe meets twice a year to 
review the curriculum, tuition, go over agreements, alumni relations, program goals, recruitment, and to 
discuss successes and challenges. 
 
TAM is a self-sustaining program. Tuition is $5,000 per semester. 
 
As most graduates indicated on a recent alumni survey, TAM offers a great value for the cost.  
One survey respondent explained: 
 

“TAM has such an incredible value. I was able to get two master’s degrees in two years through 
 TAM, while only having to write one thesis. It’s much more affordable than other graduate 
 school programs. And you spend one year studying in Europe, which is the cherry on top.” 
 
TAM students pay tuition to UNC each semester. Then each partner institution invoices the TAM Office 
based on a per capita rate set in the institutional agreements.  
 
Teaching costs such as the portions of the salaries of our DAAD-sponsored professor, Jakob Wiedekind, 
as well as those of Professors Christiane Lemke and Holger Moroff, as well as all stipends to Thesis Advisors 
are covered by the TAM Program. TAM also provides a fall-semester public lecture series focused on 
trends in contemporary Europe. TAM compensates the Political Science department for one course per 
year that is offered exclusively to TAM students.  
 
We continually contribute to the UNC-CH community. Many of the TAM offerings, including the alumni 
panels and lecture series, are open to all UNC community members and to the public.  
 

The Domestic European Studies MA Market 
 
Due to its four tracks, unique structure, focus on the transatlantic relationship, and required experiential 
learning component, it is difficult to place TAM within the context of other programs available in the US. 
There simply are few comparable programs with the same target area of study. Interestingly, when one 

Gary Marks
Highlight
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investigates domestic MA programs focused on contemporary European Studies, a few trends emerge. 
Most of these offerings lack a rigid structure. Instead, they offer students the opportunity to choose from 
a wide array of existing courses on a single campus and call upon learners to craft their own course of 
study. In addition, most of these programs are significantly more expensive than TAM. Several comparable 
programs offer students the chance to earn a professional degree, such as a JD or MBA, alongside the MA.  
 
Only one domestic program requires students to study overseas and earn a European degree as well as 
an American one. Like TAM, Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) does 
require its MA students to study in Europe. SIPA and Sciences Po Paris’ School of International Affairs 
(PSIA) jointly offer a dual MA degree program. Students spend one year in Paris taking core courses and 
the next year in New York where they specialize in a focus area and a policy concentration. The SIPA 
MIA/Sciences Po Paris Dual Degree Program, represents what is most likely the closest match to TAM 
offered within the US at this time. Students take classes from the following disciplines: Economics, 
Conceptual Foundations, Quantitative Analysis, Management / Financial Management, and Interstate 
Relations. The areas of specialization include: Data Analytics and Quantitative Analysis, Gender and Public 
Policy, International Conflict Resolution, International Organization and UN Studies, Leadership, 
Innovation, and Design, Regional, Technology, Media, and Communications. Meanwhile, the policy 
concentrations available are Economic and Political Development, Energy and Environment, Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Policy, International Finance and Economic Policy and International Security 
Policy and Urban and Social Policy. Here, we note the vast array of course offerings and breath of available 
topics of study which goes far beyond what TAM offers.  
 
If one is outside the European Economic Area, the Sciences Po Paris 2024-25 tuition is €20,380 – more 
than double TAM’s first-year tuition rate. This cost varies for EU nationals depending on household 
income. Columbia’s 2024-25 tuition for the MA program’s second year is $68,400; With fees, the total is 
$76,487 for the second year. This cost totals roughly four and a half that of TAM’s second year in the 
double-degree program. This dramatic cost differential again makes it difficult to draw comparisons 
between the two programs. TAM is far more affordable while also offering students the opportunity to 
earn a European degree and an American credential.  
 
While the structure of Columbia’s program mirrors TAM’s double degree set up, NYU’s MA program 
appears to be the most closely related to TAM in terms of content but is only one-year. With required 
classes such as “What is Europe?” and a stated goal of offering students “an advanced understanding of 
Europe and the Mediterranean Region,” this degree program is also administered by a Center, NYU’s 
Center for European and Mediterranean Studies. NYU requires students to take two required seminars 
and complete the MA thesis. The remaining course credits can be fulfilled with electives. Since a typical 
full-time semester involves 12 credits, one can deduce that the program could be completed in just three 
semesters. The fall 2024 semester’s tuition is $26,916. In contrast, TAMs fall tuition is less than one-fifth 
the cost at $5,000. Beyond the significant difference in cost between TAM and NYU, the programs differ 
substantially in the experience offered to students. Those at NYU remain in New York for their studies and 
are not required to study abroad. In addition, they earn only one degree – the NYU MA. 
 
Indiana University Bloomington (IU) seems to have a small student population (with only two students 
profiled on its website) in pursuit of in its MA in European Studies. This IU program is run by the Institute 
for European Studies within the Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Studies. While it is 
possible to seek the IU MA as a stand-alone degree, it is also feasible to pair IU’s MA in European Studies 

https://hls.indiana.edu/?_gl=1*1qy4qsj*_ga*NTgzMTIxNS4xNzIxMjI4OTk0*_ga_61CH0D2DQW*MTcyMjI2NzcyNi40LjAuMTcyMjI2NzcyNi42MC4wLjA.
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with one from five of IU’s professional schools. Thus, in three years, a student could emerge with both the 
European Studies MA and a degree from IU’s Business School, School of Informatics and Computing, 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs, School of Public Health, or the School of Law. Coursework is 
offered on the IU campus. In 2023-24, the tuition rates were comparable to TAM’s for Indiana residents 
(tuition and fees were $10,766) but were much higher for non-residents ($30,748). As with the NYU 
program, there is no compulsory overseas experience for students, and the degrees on offer are only from 
IU. Again, these significant points of contrast make it hard to deem IU’s program a comparable one to 
TAM. 
 
Meanwhile, at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, it is possible to earn an MA in European Union 
Studies from the Illinois Global Institute’s European Union Center. This 2-year degree program can also 
be paired with a degree from a professional school. There are only a few required courses: Dialogue on 
Europe, Institutions & Governance, and EU in Global Perspective. The rest of the courses are completed 
in the form of electives. While it is possible to do coursework outside of the university, off-site coursework 
is not required. The Illinois program offers graduate minors in Eastern Europe, the Mediterranean, Politics, 
and Sociology. The cost of this program for the 2024-25 academic year is $14,052 for Illinois residents and 
$30, 356 for non-residents. Here again, the structure and cost of the program differ markedly from TAM’s. 
 
Finally, Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service’s BMW Center for German and European 
Studies offers an MA degree in German and European Studies (MAGES). This is a 2-year program which 
can also be combined with several different professional school degrees (JD or Master’s in Public Policy) 
or PhD programs in German, Government, or History. Some of the six required courses, Theorizing Culture, 
Modern German and European History, International Relations in Europe, The European Economy, Politics 
in Europe and the European Union and a Final Seminar – MAGES Capstone course, do echo what is on 
offer in the TAM program. 
 
Georgetown also offers students the chance to design their own concentration under the guidance of an 
academic advisor. Examples of these “self-designed concentrations” listed on the MAGES website include 
Human Rights in the EU and Transatlantic Security and Counterterrorism. Thus, the structure of the 
MAGES program remains more flexible than TAM’s in terms of content; however, there is no required 
overseas study component to the Georgetown MA. The cost of attendance is more than six times what 
TAM charges. In the 2024-25 academic year, a MAGES student will pay $65,095 in tuition and fees. 
 
When confronted with the details of the domestic MA programs described above, we do find some 
similarities to the TAM Program. There is a clear interest in and market for European Studies. What sets 
TAM apart remains its affordability for all students and its required overseas component with the choice 
of multiple European study sites. Our stated goal of transatlantic instruction – offered by way of course 
content and an experiential learning component, is unmatched. Based on this analysis, it may be worth 
considering the possibility of pairing with UNC professional schools to offer joint degrees in the future 
and/or to offer students the chance to craft areas of focus if we wish to stay competitive and responsive 
to market-driven demands. Raising TAM tuition may also be a topic worth discussing in depth. 
 

Admissions – Practices, Trends, Challenges  
The TAM application deadline is set by the UNC Graduate School and is typically in mid-December each 
year. Due to the fact that international applicants expect later deadlines, applications may be accepted 
on a rolling basis until mid-April. Successful TAM applicants have usually majored in Political Science, 
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History, International Studies, or Economics and have often studied abroad and taken undergraduate 
coursework focused on contemporary Europe. The applicants’ social sciences majors are often paired with 
a minor in a Romance or Germanic language.  In addition to academic transcripts, and three letters of 
recommendation, TAM application materials include a one-page statement of purpose, and a ten-page 
academic writing sample. Non-native English-language speakers must submit a TOEFL or IELTS score 
unless they have completed an undergraduate degree at an all-English-language institution. 
Selection criteria, for all TAM applicants, involves the review of the applicant’s statement of purpose, 
undergraduate coursework, GPA, international experience, language and writing skills, goals, and letters 
of recommendation. Applicants apply to TAM through the Graduate School’s online Slate portal. Once 
TAM admission committee members have scored each applicant using a common rubric and made their 
recommendations to the Graduate School, they issue the final decisions directly to applicants. Those who 
wish to seek an additional European degree must give written consent to have their applications sent 
along to the partner site for review. The TAM Office also sends acceptance letters to each candidate with 
program details and overseas site acceptance decisions. Applicants have until April 15th to take up the 
TAM offer. Between TAM’s acceptance and this date, the TAM Office puts on many recruitment events, 
including an alumni panel in mid-March so that accepted applicants can meet current students, staff, 
faculty, and alumni to help them make their decision. 
 
At the time of our last program review, eight years ago, TAM applications were in steep decline, as 

demonstrated in figure 1. At that 
time, we attributed the drop in TAM 
applications to a variety of factors 
including a lack of scholarship funds, 
the UNC-CH athletic scandals, the 
Euro crisis, and a new Global Studies 
MA program at UNC-CH with whom 
we competed for students. One of our 
external reviewers maintained 
instead that the financial crisis may 
have played a critical role. Now, in 
these eight years later, we have seen 
an overall uptick in applications 
 
As the program’s reputation has 
grown and as more and more alumni 

represent us in academic and 
professional spheres, we attract 
more applicants. In addition, our 

move to make the GRE optional, first for all applicants educated outside of the US and later for all 
applicants, has removed a significant barrier to application.   
 
In addition, TAM’s take-up rate, or the percentage of those accepted applicants who enroll in the program, 
has also increased. In the past eight years, this rate has gone from roughly 50% to 85%. It has thus become 
easier to fill the twenty spots we have in each cohort, and we can now be more selective in our admissions 
process. 
 

Figure 1. TAM Applications 2004-2024 
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TAM can only offer a small number of scholarships to in-coming students. These funds come from CES in 
the form of the US Department of Education’s Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) awards – and they 
can only be offered to US citizens or Greencard holders. Four to five incoming American TAM students 
receive these awards each year. These are generous awards offering full tuition, fees, and health insurance 
plus a $20,000 stipend for the program’s first year. In turn, students must enroll in rigorous language 
training in both the fall and spring semesters.  
 
Unfortunately, when we make these offers to accepted applicants, they are always contingent upon 
federal funding which usually remains uncertain until late in the summer. Plus, every four years CES must 
rebid for this funding. Thus, our biggest recruiting tool, which only provides funding for the first year of 
TAM, remains uncertain year-to-year. As the Graduate Schools 2015-2023 Exit Survey data shows, 59% of 
our students receive some kind of fellowship or scholarship. 63% must dip into personal savings to fund 
their time in the program. In addition, 48% seek federal loans and 11% will take out private loans. Thus, 
we know that further funding and scholarships for TAM students would make a big difference in 
recruitment. 
 
 We are grateful to our overseas partners who have also worked to find funding for our students. Our 
Swedish partner, Gothenburg University, has been able to secure external funding to award a full TAM 
tuition scholarship to two EU nationals each year. Meanwhile, Humboldt University of Berlin has Erasmus 
+ funding to provide to TAM students in the way of stipends to those who study there. We do also find 
that as the caliber of TAM students has increased, so too does the external funding that these individuals 
are able to secure for themselves. For instance, in the past two years, TAM students have received 
Fulbright awards to fund their thesis research in the second year of the program. The DAAD has also 
funded a number of our students directly, most often for their year at the Humboldt in Berlin. Other 
sources of external funding TAM students have secured include the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate 
Scholarship, the Army Women’s Foundation Scholarship, IREX funding, Ford Foundation awards, and the 
DACOR Bacon House Scholarship.  
 
Finally, thanks to generous donations from our TAM graduates, we are able to make travel awards in the 
amount of $1,500 to three students each spring. Students use this money to pay for their transatlantic 
travel. Despite these very encouraging admissions and financial signs, we still take a year-round approach 
to recruiting. Our publicity efforts take place on a continual basis, and we have called upon our colleagues 
at the partner universities to attend to recruitment as well. As previously noted, we organize three alumni 
panels each year. We bring graduates back to campus in the fall and spring semesters, and we offer an 
alumni panel on zoom in the summer. These are public events during which prospective applicants and 
current students are encouraged to ask questions and network with program graduates. We regularly 
update our website and social media in order to publicize our events and achievements. This summer we 
hired a recent TAM graduate to make three publicity videos which we can add to our website and use 
during classroom visits. 
 

 

Degrees Awarded 
Over its 26 years, the TAM program has had an exceptional retention rate, with fewer than 10 students 
of nearly 500 not graduating. While exceptional challenges related to family, housing, and job security 
during the pandemic negatively affected cohorts from 2020-2023, students have showcased their 
resilience, often graduating on a slightly delayed timeline, rather than dropping out of TAM. When this 
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attrition does occur, it is usually in the thesis stage when students are called upon to complete work 
in a more independent way. We have recently started to discuss plans for a thesis rubric and mentoring 
agreements which we think may enable us to reach our goal of graduating 100% of our students. More 
detailed data on graduation rates are available in Appendix 1, Table 12. 
 

 

Demographic Information 

 
The tables in the Appendix provide information about the gender, racial, and ethnic makeup of our 
entering cohorts in the last five years. We have enrolled more women than men in the history of the 
program. Each year 25- 50% of our student body is made up of North Carolina natives – many of whom 
are UNC-CH graduates. In the past five years, the number of international students has increased. In the 
Class of 2024, for instance, over a third of the students enrolled (10 of 29) held European passports. We 
do feel that with increased funding we could attract an increasingly inclusive set of students. Detailed 
demographic data are available in Appendix 1, Tables 13-15. 
 

 Advising and Mentoring 

The TAM Office staff, alumni, and our faculty members provide in-depth, individualized advising from the 
moment of acceptance to TAM, during the program, and throughout the alumni years. We offer 

 pre-departure, internship and career guidance within the program’s first semester and over the summer 
months. We also offer a comprehensive required orientation session on the day before classes start. This 
session often includes a meeting with a representative from UNC-CH’s Office of Scholarships and Financial 
Aid. Other fall-semester offerings include an intercultural competence workshop and a mental health 
session with a Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) representative. In recent years a number of 
graduates have returned to campus to volunteer their time and meet with TAM students. Sessions have 
focused on each graduate’s unique area of expertise and have included resume and cover letter 
construction, networking skills, and even retirement planning.. We find that the graduates can provide 
information and advice which is closely tailored to the needs and interests of our students. Faculty 
members on both sides of the Atlantic also serve as effective mentors especially when our students 
express interest in academic careers. The Diplomat in Residence for the Mid-Atlantic Region and an 
Economic Foreign Service Officer, Stephanie J. Hutchison, has also met with TAM students. 
 
The role of TAM’s Associate Director is key to the program’s operation. Sarah Hutchison has worked with 
TAM since 2002. She executes all aspects of the recruitment, admissions, student services, and alumni 
development. She crafts international agreements and works with Melissa McMurray, Associate Director 
of Global Partnerships in the Office of the Vice Provost for Global Affairs at UNC, to ensure program 
compliance. Sarah also organizes and leads annual student networking trips to Washington, DC, New York 
and Brussels which includes site visits to relevant organizations as well as meetings with TAM alumni.  
 
In addition, Sarah remains in close contact with her counterparts at the overseas sites and with the 
students abroad. Students are given a great deal of individual attention when they face challenges at UNC-
CH or while in Europe. They are also encouraged to connect with TAM alumni as they think about applying 
for internships and jobs. Due to the program’s unique structure which requires international mobility, it 
is essential that a strong, supportive home base exists. The Associate Director’s position provides 
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necessary continuity and support which fosters a sense of lasting community both within and across TAM 
cohorts. 
 

Learning Outcomes Assessment 
Our assessment mechanism is multifaceted. Individual professors make use of exams, research papers, 
and class participation in order to assess student achievement at the class-content level. Course 
evaluation data is also gathered and analyzed to investigate student satisfaction and feedback. The TAM 
Program Office surveys students at two different points in the program to gauge satisfaction with a 
number of different aspects of the student experience. These evaluations go out after the initial fall 
semester (Semester 1), and then again at the end of the program (upon graduation) in order to determine 
student reactions to academic offerings, student services, and extracurricular offerings. The anonymous 
surveys offer students an opportunity to bring up topics they feel are worthy of praise or criticism relevant 
to their time in Chapel Hill and abroad. Student assessment information gathered is communicated to the 
site representatives. Within the context of partner discussions, TAM identifies areas in need of 
improvement and makes action plans in order to rectify them. Such plans are usually formulated at our 
plenary meetings in collaboration with our overseas partners. In response to student feedback, we 
recently started offering pre-departure orientation sessions to students over zoom. WE invite a student 
or graduate who has recently studied at the specific overseas site to join and answer questions. Students 
are made aware of resources available to them both at UNC and at their overseas site while they are in 
Europe. These sessions have generated a great deal of information sharing and have helped students to 
feel more prepared and supported as they progress through the program   
 
The surveys students complete at the end of their first fall semester ask them to assess their satisfaction 
with the required TAM courses, their fall elective course, the Friday lecture series, the October trip to DC, 
UNC-CH’s facilities, the TAM orientation meeting, internships counseling, federal loan assistance, housing, 
the intercultural communication session, career advising, and the extent to which they feel prepared to 
begin their overseas course of study. The responses are overwhelmingly positive in almost all categories. 
Variation can sometimes be seen in the students’ reactions to their elective class. We also review the 
student surveys that Political Science uses to assess TAM’s POLI classes. 
 
The surveys students complete after the completion of the entire program are also generally positive. 
These evaluations vary somewhat due to the fact that experiences at the overseas sites can be quite 
different from a cultural and academic point of view, and individuals react in unique ways to this type of 
variation. When areas of concern arise, we do make use of the open lines of communication with our 
partners. In addition, we remain vigilant in our efforts to ensure for quality control across the sites. In a 
few cases, we have had to sunset partnerships when issues of course content quality and student services 
were not rectified after discussions with partner sites.  In addition, we have recently worked with our 
overseas partners to compile information about mental-health resources at each site. This information is 
now more accessible to students – especially those who may experience crises while abroad.  
 
The most positive assessment development for the program has been the 2014 creation of our TAM 
Alumni External Advisory Board. This small group of graduates meets twice annually in DC and in Chapel 
Hill and helps us with our communication strategy, marketing, recruitment, community building, and 
fundraising. The Board was created at the request of our graduates who wished to engage more 
substantively and regularly with the program. We feel this Board is a testament to our strong alumni base 
and continued interest in our graduates beyond their enrollment in the program. Two satellite TAM 
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Boards in Berlin and London have also recently merged within the Alumni Board as a whole. TAM alumni 
involvement with the program makes us strong and proud. And the expertise of our graduates has been 
an invaluable source of inspiration and practical assistance. When the Board meets in Chapel Hill each 
spring, TAM students have lunch with these graduates and have the opportunity to express concerns, talk 
about their positive experiences, and ask questions in an informal setting.  
 
 

Alumni Engagement 

Another important means through which we gauge success has to do with the extent to which program 
graduates remain engaged with the TAM Office and with one another. In August 2024, we distributed a 
TAM survey to program alumni focused on the lasting impacts of the TAM program. We asked graduates 
to comment on TAM’s influence on their personal and professional lives. 88% of respondents strongly 
agreed that TAM had broadened their perspective. As one graduate explained: 
 
“TAM exposed me to ideas and perspectives that still provide relevant context to how I view the world 
(take in news, understand current events, think about future directions). It connected me with people 
who thought deeply and with greater intension than I had known before, which pushed me to hone and 
communicate my own ideas with greater effort and clarity. I am still influenced daily by that drive to 
engage with ideas beyond a superficial level.” 
 
In addition, 88% of alumni who completed the survey say they stay in touch with their TAM classmates 
and 88% indicate that they remain in contact with the TAM Office. 94% of those surveyed said that they 
would recommend the program to a friend. 
 
When asked to comment on the ways in which TAM had impacted their career progression, most 
graduates highlighted tangible and intangible benefits they had gained through the program such as: 

• Internships 

• long-term connections, 

• time to explore and often reconfigure research interests and career objectives 

• the ability to remain adaptable 

• cultural and academic experience 

• new perspectives 

• language ability 

• comparative analysis 

• critical thinking 

• intercultural competence, 

• communication skills, 

• data literacy 

• statistical analysis skills 

• as well as the ability to synthesize complicated subjects and to produce original analytical work 
on topics relevant to current events, industries, and trends. 

• newly-gained global or transatlantic perspectives 

• interdisciplinary thinking 

• a platform for a research career as well as a network of peers 

• confidence, skills and credentials to land a first job 
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• the opportunity to step outside the typical parameters of U.S. graduate education and pursue 
study and research that is compelling and rewarding.  

 
One graduate shared that the ability to network had been a vital skill TAM helped them to cultivate 
explaining: 
 
“While I learned a ton in TAM from the course content, I think the most valuable skill I gained in TAM was 
how to network. Whether you're looking for a job or researching a certain topic, having the ability to 
network is massively important. TAM created a welcoming environment not only amongst and between 
different cohorts, but also with alumni! This warm environment helped me to build confidence in reaching 
out to connections, and that has been invaluable in my career progression.” 
 
Indeed, TAM prides itself on this inclusive and supportive atmosphere. Students and graduates are 
collaborative rather than competitive. When asked if a graduate had ever supported them with a job 
connection or job advice, 70% of our survey respondents said yes. And, further, when asked if they had 
ever supported an alum/TAM student in their job search, 81% said yes. 
 
Finally, when asked to comment on the Return on Investment (ROI) involved in TAM, all of respondents 
gave positive responses: 

- “TAM was a great investment for me. Its value has become clearer in hindsight…my life in Europe 
would have been practically impossible had TAM not opened the doorway.” 
 

- “My ROI for TAM is extraordinary--- I was extremely lucky to receive a FLAS, making TAM 
extremely affordable… when I began my career with the U.S. Government, I was able to join one 
full GS level higher due to my master's. I was 23 when I finished TAM and had very little debt.” 

 
- “[I was a] first generation Master’s student, first generation to travel to Europe, first in generation 

to live and work outside home state, in financial terms earning more than parents were at same 
age, from a young age had aspirations in working in policy role and in DC and TAM made that 
possible.” 

 
- “Approx $350k in the four years since I’ve graduated.” 
 
- “The ROI for my participation in TAM is immeasurable. The professional path I am on is directly 

related to my completion of the program and the foundational education I received from it. Put 
simply, I wouldn't be where I am today if I had not joined the TAM program.” 

 
- “I think the TAM program is unrivaled in the personal and professional benefits it provides. The 

return on investment is exceptional, offering high-quality education and life-changing experiences 
at an incredibly affordable cost. I doubt I could have found a better ROI anywhere else.” 
 

We were pleased to see that results of the Graduate School’s Exit survey from 2015-2023 underscored 
similar areas of student satisfaction. For instance, 77% of TAM students rated their program as welcoming. 
Please see data from the Exit survey in the Appendix. 
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Job Placement 

Of the nearly 500 individuals who have graduated with a TAM degree, many have gone on to become 
leaders in international businesses or institutions on both sides of the Atlantic. Unsurprisingly, the highest 
concentration of TAM graduates live and work in Washington, DC.  The table below shows a breakdown 
of TAM employment outcomes over the past ten years. We stay in close contact with most of our 
graduates and maintain a TAM LinkedIn group to help facilitate networking and job placement. 
 
Since the time of our last program review, we have seen a shift in employment trends. Private sector jobs 
now make up 40% of our workforce totals. Government service (at the federal, regional, state and local 
levels) has remained steady at 26% compared to 27% in the last review period. The NGO and think tank 
category has shrunk from 26% to only 16%. We assume that these changes are due to more competitive 
remuneration and benefits packages offered by private firms and to the influence that program graduates, 
who work at such companies as Crisis24 and Lufthansa, have as they recruit from the TAM population. 
 

Figure 2. TAM Career Outcomes 

 
 
 

Concluding Remarks 

This past fall (2023), we welcomed our twenty-fifth in-coming class of students, the Class of 2025, and 
celebrated CES’ 30th anniversary alongside TAM’s 25th. This was a joyous occasion. Many of TAM’s 
overseas colleagues traveled from Europe to the US to celebrate the milestone with us. While there is 
much to feel invigorated by and grateful for at this juncture, TAM does face immediate challenges due to 
limited scholarship funds and teaching constraints.  
 
In May of 2016, the external reviewers involved in our last self study wrote: 

“[T]he TAM program is an outstanding achievement.  UNC was a pioneer in instituting this 
program, and in continuing to stay in the forefront of European studies in the US.  We believe that 
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UNC as a whole would benefit from doing more to publicize the uniquely transnational and 
dynamic TAM program as one of the jewels of its expanding global programs.” 

 
With the creation of the Provost and Chief Officer for Global Programs, and in the person tasked with the 
duties of this job, Ambassador Barbara Stephenson, TAM has found such a champion. Amb. Stephenson 
routinely involves TAM students in events related to her unit’s Diplomacy Initiative and advocates on 
behalf of the program’s students. In addition, our former Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences, Prof Rudi 
Colorredo-Mansfeld, cultivated a community of Global MA students by providing shared study space in 
the GEC and funding for activities involving UNC’s three Global MA programs – TAM, the Global MA, and 
the MA in the Department of Middle East and Asian Studies (DAMES). This support was invaluable in 
helping the program forge ties with other like-minded units at Carolina and in providing innovative 
programing for the students in the way of an annual graduate symposium and other events intended to 
foster the students’ professionalization. Although funding is limited, we have maintained most of this 
essential programing across the Global MA programs on campus. 
 
The previous external examiners tasked CES with the following directives: 

- Monitor the relatively new dual bachelor’s-master’s program for student demand, advising and 
progress, as well as completion.  

- Continue efforts to connect current students with EURO and TAM alumni as a way to encourage 
career advising and fostering engagement with the programs.  

- Seek ways to collaborate with other programs in the College, such as Global Studies, on faculty 
resources, course offerings where appropriate, and programming.  

- Monitor budget needs, especially in the instructional budget with its impact on curricular offerings 
and course innovations.  

- Monitor enrollment levels in the EURO major.  
- Monitor applications, enrolling students, and completions in the TAM program.  
- Consider alternate structures for the TAM program if appropriate, such as a stand-alone degree.  

 
It is heartening to see that now, eight years later, we have effectively addressed these points. TAM’s 
curricular needs, however, have now come into sharper focus with the retirement of Professor John 
Stephens and the departure of Political Science faculty members such as Prof Rahsaan Maxwell and Prof 
Layna Mosley. At this time, several other POLI faculty on whom TAM depends, Professors Robert Jenkins, 
Don Searing, and Christiane Lemke, are nearing retirement. In light of these circumstances, TAM does 
need mechanisms through which its curricular offerings could remain stable from year to year. We also 
seek additional external funding options for our students in order to ensure we recruit the best applicants.  
 
As noted, these needs include a dedicated Teaching Assistant Professor, two “TA to Post-Doc” positions, 
and a five-year teaching plan outlined in an annual MOU with Political Science. 
 
It is crucial to now build upon TAM’s success, to cultivate an increasingly engaged alumni population, and 
to provide this path to transatlantic training to future students. 
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Chapter 3: The Undergraduate Major in Contemporary 
European Studies 

Mission and Goals 
The Center for European Studies houses the undergraduate major in Contemporary European Studies 
(EURO). The EURO curriculum allows undergraduates to understand Europe from various disciplinary 
viewpoints. It offers students a holistic experience: access to core and elective courses on contemporary 
Europe, individualized advising, mentoring, and career advising, close ties to Europeanist faculty and 
visiting scholars, direct access to meetings with Diplomats and international experts, conferences and 
varied events on Europe, as well as many professional development opportunities.  
 
Currently, we have 59 declared EURO majors and incoming EURO-TAM students. 83% are from NC, which 
underlines the need for EURO as the only European Studies program in NC and shows our commitment 
to educating North Carolinians.  The EURO major started accepting majors in the fall semester of 2006. 
Since then, the major has evolved and changed in response to student feedback and to therefore better 
meet the needs of students.  
 
The EURO curriculum has the following three Learning Outcomes:   

- Recognize the historical complexities of the European continent and show an interdisciplinary 
grasp of European cultures, histories, literatures, art, and ideas. 

- Recognize the political complexities and demonstrate knowledge of the political, social, and 
economic integration of the European continent. 

- Demonstrate advanced proficiency in a European language. 
 
Through its unique combination of advanced coursework and language training, the curriculum provides 
the intellectual building blocks to study contemporary Europe through a sophisticated framework. 
Students completing the major are well prepared for graduate or professional study of contemporary 
Europe and for a range of international careers including diplomacy, business, policymaking, public 
service, marketing consulting, teaching, and research.  
Students are encouraged to combine the EURO major with a second major. Examples of double majors 
and minors are: Political Science, Economics, Peace, War, & Defense, Business Administration, Global 
Studies, Media & Journalism, History, or one of the European languages. 
 
 

Degree Requirements 

The EURO major is an eight-course major plus five semesters of a European language (or the equivalent 
documented through university placement tests). The major requires 30 credits: 24 content credits and 6 
language course credits (15 language course credits are required by UNC for all students and therefore do 
not count in the total required major credits). 
 
To provide a strong European background in both historical and contemporary issues, there are two 
courses required for all majors. Each core class is also cross-listed in the Political Science and History 
departments, respectively, with seats reserved for EURO. Of the total eight courses required for the major, 
three must be numbered 400 or above. Special Topics courses EURO 190 and EURO 490 may count for 
either theme based on topic. EURO 691H and EURO 692H are independent study courses to complete an 
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Honors Thesis taken in fall and spring of a EURO major’s senior year. One of these two courses can count 
for a Theme course. 
  

Table 5. EURO Course of Study 

Two core courses:  
EURO/HIST 159: Europe and the World Since 1900 (3 credits).  
EURO/POLI 239: Introduction to European Government (3 credits).  

6 

 Four courses from one of two themes: 
Theme 1: Integration and Enlargement  
Theme 2: Histories and Cultures 

12 

 One course chosen from the other theme. 3 

One additional course from  
Theme 1 
Theme 2 
Or an approved elective course on contemporary Europe. 

3 

5 semesters of a European Language 
Arabic, Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Czech, French, German, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish, or Turkish. 

6 

Total: 8 content courses + 2 additional language courses 30 credits 

 

EURO Courses 

 
The EURO Curriculum does not have an instructional budget. Therefore, the curriculum cannot offer its 
own courses and cannot hire faculty. We must rely solely on other departments for content and language 
courses.  
 
In fall 2018, 2019, and 2020, through generous funding from the Dean’s Office, we were able to offer a 
First Year Seminar (EURO 89). It was taught once by Priscilla Layne (Blackness in Europe) and twice by 
Liesbet Hooghe (Europe and the US in a Changing World).  These courses were highly successful as new 
EURO-TAM Assured Admission students could be pre-registered for the courses and receive an important 
foundational course for the major in their first semester. Students were also able to meet two of our most 
involved and renowned faculty members with whom many forged bonds. Some took several subsequent 
courses with Professors Layne and Hooghe. The EURO majors were also able to get to know one another 
and make lasting friendships, which is critical for the sense of community a small major can provide within 
a large institution.  
 
An instructional budget would allow for EURO to offer courses on topics that are relevant to contemporary 
European Studies and the transatlantic relationship, for example, but not yet offered on campus. We 
would be able to buy out faculty from their home departments, thereby ensuring a department does not 
suffer any losses. The courses would of course also be open to the BA students from the faculty member’s 
home department; therefore, students beyond our Center could benefit. We could also hire expert 
scholars to teach from other institutions, such as one of our TAM partner universities in Europe, on topics 
we are thus far unable to offer at UNC. Topics could include transatlantic energy policy, EU foreign policy, 
EU Social Policy, European environmental law, immigration and borders in Europe. 
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Currently, the EURO major has a course-list of 168 courses from 30 disciplines across campus including 
Political Science, History, Geography, Communications, Economics, Jewish Studies, Art History, 
Comparative Literature, Anthropology, Germanic and Slavic Languages and Literatures, Romance Studies. 
 
From this list, 12 courses are cross-listed (such as EURO/POLI 239) which means a certain number of seats 
are reserved for EURO majors. We hope to increase the number of cross-listed courses, especially those 
at the 400-level or above, to ensure our majors can enroll in the courses they need. 
 
It has been difficult for our majors to find 400-level courses in the Histories and Cultures Theme. We hope 
this problem will be alleviated in part by new hires in History, Germanic and Slavic Studies, and Italian 
Studies. Again, an instructional budget would allow us to fill this void ourselves. 
 
New courses are added to the EURO catalog annually. Other courses relevant to the study of 
contemporary Europe may be taken for credit in the major, if approved by the Chair. Please see appendix 
for complete and detailed EURO course list, including when each course was offered. 
 
Jean Monnet Module 
The new Jean Monnet Module just awarded to Dr Layne and CES by the European Commission is another 
example of how grant funding supports our EURO course development. Profs Layne, Ekstrand, and Kittner 
will each teach a course over the next three semesters with new EU-related content in courses on 
diversity, environment, and media in Europe, which will all become Theme courses for the EURO major.  
 
Honors Thesis: EURO 691H and EURO 692H 
In 2017, the EURO major added an honors program. We have had seven students graduate with Honors 
since then. Of those, five graduated with Highest Honors. Two EURO majors are currently writing an 
Honors Thesis. 
 
The EURO Honors Program allows EURO majors to research and write an Honors Thesis over a two-
semester independent-study sequence in their senior year. Students choose an advisor, submit a learning 
contract, and, once approved, register for EURO 691H in the fall semester and EURO 692H in the spring 
semester. An additional reader is added to the committee before the student defends their Thesis in April. 
The committee decides whether the student graduates with Honors or Highest Honors.  Data on degrees 
with honors are available in Appendix 1. 
 
 
Topics have ranged greatly and are always based on the students’ interest. 

- Sofie Senecal (EURO ’19, TAM ’21) – Corpse Repatriation in the EU 
- Brett Harris (EURO ’21, TAM ’23) – Object-Oriented Ontology in European Texts 
- Sydney Rehder (EURO ’22, TAM ’24) – Sustainability Outcomes in EU Green Cities 
- Allison Carpenter (EURO ’22, TAM ’24) – EU Accession in Hungary & Czechia 
- Kay Langley (EURO ’22, TAM ’24) – Scottish Devolution & UK Fiscal Policy 
- Güzin Karagöz (EURO ’24) – EU Border Policy & Securitization of Migration 
- Emily Von Cannon (EURO ’24) – Far Right Movements in Former East Germany 

 

https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/honors_theses/6108vg48r
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/honors_theses/h702qf90r?locale=en
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/honors_theses/kw52jj37w?locale=en
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/honors_theses/j3860h642?locale=en
https://our.unc.edu/abstract/karagoz-a-critical-analysis-of-a-top-down-approach-to-eu-border-policies-and-implications-of-increased-securitization-on-refugee-experiences/
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The EURO-TAM BA-MA Program 

Launched in 2014, the EURO-TAM dual-degree program enables students to complete a BA in 
Contemporary European Studies and the TransAtlantic Masters (TAM) program. If students wish, they can 
complete the two degrees in reduced time: the BA can be completed in three years. The program is unique 
in that students complete their BA (which can include study abroad) and then complete their MA with at 
least one complete year abroad at one of our TAM partner universities. In the end, students can receive 
up to three degrees: a BA and an MA from both UNC and the partner university. 
 
Undergraduate students interested in completing the EURO-TAM BA-MA program in reduced time 
contact a EURO advisor to strategically plan their program of study. Students continue to meet with the 
EURO advisor at least once each semester to track their progress. Students must complete the EURO BA 
before starting the TAM program.  
 

UNC Admissions Special Opportunities: EURO-TAM Assured Admission 
Together with the UNC undergraduate admissions office, CES has offered the assured admission to the 
EURO-TAM BA-MA program as one of their Special Opportunities, since 2015. Designation as a Special 
Opportunity allows CES to actively seek an exceptionally talented cohort of students who will become the 
next generation of global professionals concentrating on contemporary Europe and the transatlantic 
relationship. This program offers assured admission into TAM upon successful completion of the BA in 
EURO.  
 
Candidates for the assured admission program are selected on the basis of academic and personal 
strengths as identified through the University’s undergraduate admissions process as well as their interest 
in Europe and a global career. Once the candidates are identified by UNC Admissions, the CES EURO-TAM 
Assured Admissions Committee is responsible for the final selection of candidates admitted to the assured 
admission program. Once accepted to UNC and selected for the EURO-TAM program, admitted applicants 
are invited to attend an information session in the spring semester prior to their fall matriculation into 
the University.  
 
In addition to notifying the Undergraduate Admissions Office of their intention to enroll at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, students invited to participate in the EURO-TAM assured admission program are required to notify 
CES to accept their place in the program via their Tarheel Tracker.  
 
Accepted candidates to the assured admission program must agree to maintain the below pre-determined 
standards in order to maintain their assured admission to TAM: 

- Graduate with a BA in Contemporary European Studies (EURO major); any other double major or 
minor can be added. 

- Maintain an overall minimum GPA of 3.2 
- Maintain a EURO major GPA of 3.0 
- Students must not have any criminal pleas, charges and convictions, academic suspensions, 

and/or dishonorable military discharges. Students not meeting this requirement may be subject 
to a criminal background check.  

 
If the above noted prerequisites are maintained, successful candidates will receive the TAM Admissions 
Committee’s assured recommendation for acceptance into TAM. Students must still make a formal 
application to the UNC Graduate School.  
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Students admitted into the assured admission program are not under any obligation to pursue the EURO 
BA or TAM should they change their minds. The EURO major is open to any UNC-CH student, and TAM is 
open to any eligible student.  
 

Advising and Mentoring 

In addition to the guidance provided by the UNC Academic Advising, EURO majors receive individualized 
advising by the EURO undergraduate advisor and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Katie Shanahan 
Lindner, and Student Services Manager, Kayla Bassett Andrade, at all stages of academic planning, 
including course selection, internships, study abroad options, graduate programs, and career paths. We 
encourage our students to meet with a EURO advisor at least once a semester to ensure they have a 
comprehensive and efficient course plan and take advantage of study abroad and other opportunities.  
 
In Fall 2024, to keep in line with the university’s Learning Management System shift to Canvas, we 
transitioned to Canvas to house all information and resources for the EURO major. The Canvas calendar 
keeps EURO majors up to date on all CES and Europe-related events on campus. Announcements on 
Canvas are also sent as emails to all majors. Our SSM created modules on how to write an Honors Thesis 
and how to create a cover letter and resume for both the US and European job markets. She also added 
databases on study abroad programs and internships in which EURO majors have recently participated. 
We also keep the EURO website updated (europe.unc.edu/euro) regarding courses offered each 
semester, Honors Thesis information, major requirements, and alumni profiles, so that prospective 
students gain an understanding of the major. 
 
All EURO majors receive our Eurofile Newsletter, sent twice monthly, and the EURO Major Careers 
Newsletter sent quarterly. In the EURO Major Careers Newsletter, students receive information on 
internships, professional development, and funding opportunities. We have an Instagram account to 
reach students about events and fun happenings on campus, as well as information posted by the 
European Commission or Parliament or EU Delegation to the US, for example.  
 
CES staff all have open-door policies and students are welcome to – and do – stop by often. Appointments 
can be made as well. EURO students are invited to all CES events, conferences, and lectures. Furthermore, 
we are actively connecting current majors with EURO graduates, current TAM students, and TAM alumni. 
This critical cohort-building enriches the student experience. 
 
A very important part of the EURO major are the professional development opportunities we provide for 
our majors.  
 
Due to the Center’s emphasis on pre-professional training in- and outside of the University, we have a 
strong network of current and past students who support CES outreach. For example, undergraduate 
EURO major Eloise Herdegen has stepped up to organize Model EU for CES, coordinating with student 
organizations, and supporting searches for funding. TAM students regularly speak at campus conferences 
and/or interview guests, such as Ola Zubrowicz and Leo Ortega, who interviewed speakers at the Clean 
Tech Summit in 2024 and spoke on a K-16 panel during UNC’s International Education Week programming. 
Furthermore, program alums are regularly returning to campus in-person or virtually to support current 
students and community. The triannual TAM Alumni panels are some of CES’ most well-attended events 
by both students and non-university community members alike. Similarly, TAM grads also return for EURO 
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class visits, such as Alex Frigo, who will be speaking for Prof. Jocelyn Aksin‘s GERM 350: Business German 
course in fall 2024. EURO alums likewise remain involved and invested in the Center, such as Tracy Ridley, 
who co-organized the “Europe: Consider it All!” conference in its first few years. 
 
Since 2019, EURO majors have been participating in Model EU, under the guidance of Kayla Bassett 
Andrade, who has served as the UNC Model EU Advisor since November 2021. The UNC Model EU team 
has participated in the following US MEU simulations: Midwest MEU in Bloomington, Indiana, Pittsburgh 
MEU, and SUNY MEU in New York City. In 2021, the team participated in MEU Athens in Greece, and in 
2023, they took part in an EU Institution Study Tour in Brussels, Belgium before then participating in MEU 
Mainz in Germany. Now, a Model EU Club at UNC is in its founding phase and the first ever annual Model 
EU at UNC will be held in February 2025. Bassett Andrade, together with Club President Eloise Herdegen, 
will develop, plan, and organize the event. 
 
CES participates in the Diplomacy Initiative run by Ambassador Barbara Stephenson, Vice Provost for 
Global Affairs.  
 
With more than 17 years in the U.S. Foreign Service, Stephanie Hutchison became the diplomat in 
residence for the mid-Atlantic region in November 2023. She serves Virginia and North Carolina, and she 
maintains an office in the FedEx Global Education Center UNC-Chapel Hill. Her assignment lasts for two 
years and may be extended to three. She has met with several EURO majors and has held informational 
events for TAM and EURO students. 
 
Now in its eighth year, WRESL – the Working Group on Refugees, Europe, and Service Learning – provides 
an informal space for EURO majors to discuss the circumstances of refugees in Europe and the US. This 
group actively seeks out opportunities to learn about the immigrant experience on both sides of the 
Atlantic and to engage with those involved in integration processes. During AY 23-24, senior EURO major, 
Guzin Karagoz, served as associate director of WRESL. She organized events with USCRI, Church World 
Service, Transplanting Traditions, and Moabit Hilft in Germany.  
Together with the University of Bergen, we received four years of funding to offer an exchange program 
for BA, MA, and PhD students. Students receive a generous stipend, plus travel and visa costs. Thus far, 
the three undergraduates and one PhD student from UNC who have participated in this exchange have 
each had excellent experiences. The goal is to make this a permanent study abroad exchange offering. In 
addition to the student exchanges, faculty research exchanges and a joint Norwegian-US survey are 
resulting. 

 
EURO major Funding 
Since 2019, Betsy Blackwell and John Watson have generously supported the European Summer Research 
Award (ESRA) which funds EURO majors to conduct research in Europe over the summer. Preference is 
given to students with no or limited previous travel to Europe. Twelve EURO majors have received the 
ESRA award: 

• Sydney Moser ’27, Summer 2024 | EUDR & Cacao Sustainability 

• Mariafernada Brito ’25, Summer 2024 | Counterterrorism Policy in Spain 

• Taryn Blecher ’25,  Summer 2024 | Collective Memory & Sexual Violence post-WWII  

• Cate Davis ’25,  Summer 2023 | Burch Seminar on NATO & Security 

• Deniz Erdal ’24, Summer 2023| Domestic Politics & Turkish Accession 

• Katherine Johnson ’24, Summer 2023 | Energy Security & Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine 

https://global.unc.edu/programs/diplomat-in-residence/
https://global.unc.edu/programs/diplomat-in-residence/
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• Paige Baldelli ’22, Summer 2022 | Food Cultures in the US and EU 

• Lara Matsukura Bernardino ’23, Summer 2021 | German-American Exchange Programs. 

• Tracy Ridley ’22, Summer 2020 | Anti-Black Racism in Germany 

• Lucas Fernandez ’22, Summer 2019 | Brexit & UK Universities 

• Kellan Robinson ’20, Summer 2019 | Black Archives in the Netherlands 
 
EURO majors have also benefitted from the availability of CES’ Title VI Foreign Language Area Studies 
Awards. EURO-TAM student Arman Karbassian has a FLAS award for Arabic this academic year. EURO-
TAM student Mariana Herrera (currently in year two of TAM) received multiple FLAS awards as an 
undergraduate and graduate student for Arabic. For each of these students, FLAS served multiple 
purposes of advancing their language study beyond the advanced level and furthering their career goals 
centered on Europe. 
 

Learning outcomes and assessment 
 
An assessment plan for the EURO major was developed in 2017, together with the Associate Provost for 
Institutional Research and Assessment in line with SACSCOC accreditation guidelines.  
 
 

Table 6. Expected Student Learning Outcomes 

 

At the end of the program, 
students will be able to: 

Assessment Methods to Be 
Used  

Performance 
Targets 

Implementation 
Schedule  
 

1.  Recognize the historical 
complexities of the European 
continent and show an 
interdisciplinary grasp of 
European cultures, histories, 
literatures, art, and ideas. 

Analysis of student papers or 
exams in the core course 
EURO/HIST 159 Twentieth-
Century Europe and upper-level 
Theme 2: History and Cultures 
courses using a rubric. 

At least 80% of 
students will 
show grasp. 

Every other 
year, alternating 
with SLO 2.  

2.   Recognize the political 
complexities and demonstrate 
knowledge of the political, 
social, and economic 
integration of the European 
continent. 

Analysis of student papers or 
exams in the core course 
EURO/POLI 239 Introduction to 
European Government and 
upper-level courses from 
Theme 1: Integration and 
Enlargement using a rubric. 

At least 80% of 
students will 
show grasp. 

Every other 
year, alternating 
with SLO 1. 

3.  Demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in a European 
language. 
 
 

Analyze EURO majors’ 
performance in their 5th 
semester required language 
course in conjunction with 
Romance Studies and German 
Slavic Languages and 
Literatures Department. 

100% of EURO 
majors will 
receive a C or 
better in their 
5th semester 
language 
course. 

Every three 
years. 
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Our plan for assessing the learning outcomes of students majoring in Contemporary European Studies 
(EURO) calls on us to evaluate the work of majors in the core introductory courses, EURO/HIST 159 and 
EURO/POLI 239, and one upper division course in the ‘History and Cultures’ theme and ‘Integration and 
Enlargement’ theme in alternate years.  The Center for European Studies assessment criteria for courses 
are (1) breadth of coverage of the topic of the course, (2) currency of assigned readings, (3) student grasp 
of the main concepts of the course, and (4) effectiveness of students’ written work.  
 
The current Chair of the EURO major conducts the evaluations, and as they evaluate each student paper, 
they are asked to consider the following questions for assessment: 

1. Does the paper pose a significant analytical question? 
2. Does the paper offer a clear thesis (argumentative answer) to that analytical question? 
3. Does the paper utilize a breadth of resources and provide an in-depth analysis to support the 

argument? 
4. Does the paper possess a coherent structure and clear organization? 
5. Does the paper show the student recognizes the political complexities and demonstrates 

knowledge of the political, social, and economic integration of the European continent? 
 
The Chair uses the following ranking system in response to these questions, score (1-5): 

5=strongly affirmative 
4=affirmative 
3=somewhat affirmative 
2=barely affirmative 
1=not at all  
 

Table 7. EURO Evaluation 

Evaluation Questions Average 2020-
2023 

Does the paper pose a significant analytical question? 4.7 

Does the paper offer a clear thesis (argumentative answer) to that analytical 
question? 

4.4 

Does the paper utilize a breadth of resources and provide an in-depth analysis to 
support their argument? 

4.5 

Does the paper possess a coherent structure and clear organization? 4.3 

Does the paper show the student recognizes the political complexities and 
demonstrates knowledge of the political, social, and economic integration of the 
European continent? (for EURO/POLI 239 & Theme I courses only) 

4.5 

Does the paper show the student recognizes the historical complexities of the 
European continent and shows an interdisciplinary grasp of European cultures, 
histories, literatures, art, and ideas? (for EURO/HIST 159 & Theme II courses only) 

4.4 

 
The EURO Chair evaluated the following courses: EURO/HIST 159 in AY 21-22, EURO/POLI 239 in AY 20-21 
and 22-23, POLI 448 – The Politics of Multilevel Governance in AY 2020-21, HIST 485 – Modern East 
European Jewish History & Culture in AY 2021-22, and POLI 433 – Politics of the European Union in AY 
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2022-23. For AY 2023-24, they will evaluate EURO/HIST 159 and PORT 521 - Contemporary Portuguese 
Culture and Contexts. 
 

Table 8. Program Goals assessed 

 
 
Satisfaction with the EURO major is assessed through annual end-of-year surveys sent to all majors. This 
information is used to tailor programming to their needs and to build cohort cohesion and community 
amongst the majors. Current students are asked to rate their level of satisfaction with five aspects of the 
EURO program on a scale from 1 (“Unsatisfactory”) to 5 (“Excellent”). 
 

Table 9. EURO Major Current Student Survey Results 

On a scale from 1-5, please indicate your level of satisfaction with the 
following aspect of the EURO major. 1=Unsatisfactory; 5=Excellent (n=48) 

5-Year Average 
(2020-2024) 

Instructors of courses counting toward the EURO major 4.60 

EURO course offerings 3.79* 

EURO Advising 4.71 

Language Study 4.45 

Overall Program 4.48 

*This response is related to the lack of 400-level courses in the Histories and Cultures Theme as noted 
above. 
 
Exit surveys are conducted with each graduating senior via an anonymous, online survey. We obtain data 
and information about their entire experience as EURO majors at UNC. We assess this feedback and, in 
turn, implement ideas or make changes to better serve the students.  
 
EURO Major Exit Survey Results, Classes of 2020 to 2024, 19 responses 

On a scale of 0-10 (0 = did not prepare me at all to 1 = fully prepared me) rate how 
the EURO major prepared you for the following… 

5-Year Average 
(2020-2024) 

Program Goals Assessment Methods To Be Used  Performance Targets 

1.  Students will report 
satisfaction with the EURO 
major. 
 

a) Annual web-based surveys at the 
end of each academic year. 
b) Annual exit interviews with 
graduating seniors. 

80% of students and 
graduates will report high 
levels of overall satisfaction 
with the major.  

2.  Students will be successful 
in gaining admission to 
graduate programs or a job in 
a relevant field. 

a)  Annual exit interviews with 
graduating seniors. 
b)  Ongoing tracking of alumni 
through surveys. 

80% of alumni gain 
employment in a relevant 
field or acceptance to 
graduate school. 

3. Chair and DUS will develop 
further tools to increase the 
number of EURO majors. 

On-campus recruitment through 
class visits, email, website, and social 
media campaign; partnership with 
Admissions office to recruit from 
High Schools throughout NC. 

10% increase in number of 
majors over next two years. 
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To understand the historical complexities (culture, history, literature, art, and ideas, 
etc) of the European continent. 

8.58 

To understand the political complexities (political, social, and economic integration, 
etc) of the European continent. 

9.11 

To demonstrate proficiency in a European language. 7.79 

For my future career after graduation. 7.26 

 

Demographic Profile of EURO students 

The EURO undergraduate population closely mirrors the demographic profile of the broader UNC student 
body. Detailed data are available in Appendix 1, Tables 5-10. 
 
Growth 
The increase in majors since the EURO curriculum’s launch demonstrates student demand. Interviews 
conducted with EURO majors indicate a high level of interest in the opportunity to combine the EURO BA 
and TAM into an accelerated dual-degree program. Since 2010, average enrollment in the EURO major 
has increased fourfold, indicating sustained interest and growth. 

Figure 3. Declared EURO Majors, 2010-2024 

 
 
The EURO-TAM Program is advertised to current and incoming UNC students through  the admissions 
office, student orientation, academic advising, the annual Majors Expo, the CES website and newsletter, 
and the EURO and TAM webpages. Additionally, CES markets the EURO-TAM Program to high school 
students, teachers, and advisors within North Carolina and nationwide through our outreach contacts.  
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EURO Alumni 
Since 2006, 108 UNC students have graduated with the EURO major. Of these, 39 were EURO-TAM 
Assured Admission students.  

Of 

 63 total graduates, 73% of EURO majors graduated with Distinction or Highest Distinction. 
 
After graduating from UNC-CH, 67% of EURO graduates have gone on to Graduate School; 35% of all EURO 
graduates continued on to the TAM program. More detailed data on academic outcomes are available in 
Appendix 1, Tables, 11-13. EURO graduates predominantly pursue further education at the MA level in 
international affairs or related fields such as political science, area studies, or policy. 
Of the graduates who went directly into a job after graduation, the majority went into the business or 
non-profit sector. Graduates in the private sector work at Bank of America, Goldman Sachs, N1 Health, 
Magnolia Innovation, and Amazon. In the non-profit sector, graduates are working at Tennessee Justice 
for Our Neighbors, AmeriCorps, Death Penalty Information Center, and for think tanks such as RTI 
International.  
 
Furthermore, EURO graduates who have completed a graduate degree since finishing the BA at UNC are 
now working at PwC Deutschland, Meta, Epic Systems, The Brookings Institution, SEEK Development, and 
the US Department of Defense. 
 
Seven EURO graduates went on to Law School: three are practicing attorneys, and 4 are currently pursuing 
their JD at Howard University, University of Michigan, University of Virginia, and UNC-Chapel Hill. Five 
EURO graduates have earned PhDs from the following universities: University of Chicago, Emory 
University, University of Georgia, Indiana University, and University of Michigan. Three of them have gone 
on to become Professors teaching Political Science and German & Humanities at the following universities: 
University of Utah, University of Maryland Baltimore County, and Reed College. 
 
EURO graduates have been highly successful both in acceptance into graduate school and job placements. 
Post-graduation success shows that EURO students are leaving UNC with a skills set which prepares them 
for graduate study or employment in their field. 
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Table 10. EURO Alum Graduate Placements 

School # of 
EURO 
Grad 

School # of 
EURO 
Grads 

Carnegie Mellon – MS Information 
Security Policy & Management 

1 University College London - MA Historic 
Preservation & Conservation 

1 

Duke University - MA Secondary 
Education and Teaching 

1 UNC-Chapel Hill – TAM, MPA, MBA, MS 
Information Science, JD Law 

43 

George Washington – MA 
International Economic Affairs 

1 UNC-Greensboro – MA Public Affairs 1 

Harvard University – MA Russian 
and Eurasian Studies 

1 University of Chicago – MA/PhD 
Germanic Studies 

1 

Indiana University – MS Applied 
Sciences/PhD Political Science 

1 University of Georgia – JD Law 1 

Johns Hopkins University – MASc in 
Spatial Analysis for Public Health, 
MA Museum Studies, MA IR and 
Economics  

3 University of Manchester – MA 
International Politics 

1 

King's College London – MA 
Intelligence & International Security 

1 University of Michigan – MS 
Economics/PhD Public Policy and 
Economics, JD Law 

2 

Kingston College – MA Museum 
Studies 

1 Oxford University – MA History of Art and 
Visual Culture 

1 

McGill University – MS Urban 
Planning 

1 University of Texas at Austin – JD Law 1 

New York University – MA European 
and Mediterranean Studies 

1 University of Virginia – JD Law 1 

Sciences Po Paris – MA International 
Development, MA International 
Governance & Diplomacy 

2 Utrecht University – MSc Urban & 
Economic Geography 

1 

Texas A&M – MA National Security 
& Intelligence 

1 Yale University - MBA 1 

Total EURO graduates pursuing graduate education: 72 

 
 
 
 

The Domestic European Studies BA Market 
Similar BA programs in European Studies are offered at Boston University, Brigham Young University, 
UCLA, and the University of Washington Seattle for example. These universities also have a curriculum 
structure in which students choose most of their coursework related to a certain theme/track. Additional 
minors or majors are often required or highly recommended. Finally, five or six semesters of a European 
language is a core requirement for the degree.  
 



The Center for European Studies 

2024 Self-Study  
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Georgetown University and American University, for example, offer an undergraduate certificate in 
European Studies. University of Florida and University of Pittsburgh offer an undergraduate certificate in 
European Union Studies. These certificates require less course work and are less structured than the 
curricula mentioned above. 
 
Most similar to us are Columbia and NYU’s offerings. Columbia University’s European Institute (similar 
structure to our CES) offers a joint BA-MA Program with the MA in European History, Politics, and Society. 
There is no specific BA in European Studies. Instead, undergraduates from (Columbia College, the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science, the School of General Studies, and Barnard College) are eligible to 
apply for the BA/MA program in their junior year or first semester of senior year. Once admitted, they 
begin taking graduate level courses of which up to 12 credits can be transferred towards the MA degree.  
 
The NYU Center for European and Mediterranean Studies offers a major and minor in European and 
Mediterranean studies.  There are no formal tracks within the major, but students choose to focus their 
courses on societies (challenges and policies) or cultures (ideas, values, and artistic and literary trends). 
The CEMS also offers a BA-MA program similar to ours in structure with the BA mentioned above as well 
as the MA in European and Mediterranean Studies. Students can complete both degrees in five years.   
 

Conclusion 
 
In 2016 during our last Program Review, the Review Team urged us to increase the number of EURO 
majors to 7-10 per year so that more could take advantage of our offerings. The number of majors is 
increasing – 16 new majors joined just this fall.  
 
They also suggested we “Rationalize” our course offerings, in other words group them into smaller 
thematic groups. What we have done over the past eight years is to publish a curated list of courses right 
before course registration so EURO majors know exactly what is on offer the following semester. This list 
includes information about the course instructor, timing, as well as which Focus Capacities each course 
fulfils. The problem remains that not enough 400-level or above courses are offered in the Histories and 
Cultures theme. We hope this issue will be rectified by the new hires in History and Germanic and Slavic 
Languages and Literatures. This challenge would furthermore be alleviated if EURO could offer its own 
courses from an instructional budget.   
 
As noted, one of the greatest hurdles to ensuring we can provide our EURO majors with enough courses 
is our lack of an instructional budget. Without an instructional budget, we are beholden to other 
departments offering courses on contemporary Europe to provide us with a number of seats for our 
majors. Unfortunately, we often don’t receive many seats for our majors.  
 
Also, offering a first-year seminar would allow us to contribute to the IDEAS in Action curriculum, allow 
EURO majors to meet and study with our renowned faculty in their first semester, immediately be 
included in CES activities and offerings, and make friends thereby building the EURO community. 
Furthermore, at UNC, students do not declare their majors until sophomore year. Thus, there is a degree 
of attrition that happens between the time students indicate interest in the EURO major as incoming 
freshmen and when they actually declare the EURO major during their sophomore year. We believe, that 
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if we were able to build a better sense of community among these freshmen students, we could alleviate 
some of this attrition and keep our number of EURO majors steady.  
 
The 2016 Review Team also suggested we hire “an additional person to share some of the advising load, 
particularly if the sizes of the entering classes increases, [which] would enable this dedicated group of 
people to perform their jobs more efficiently.” We were finally able to do this in 2021 with a combination 
of Title VI, State, and TAM funding. We are now requesting this position move off of grant funding to be 
50/50% State and TAM funding as the duties are part of the University’s core mission. We are also 
requesting the Business Manager also move to 50/50% State and TAM funding as these duties are also 
part of the University’s core mission. Further State investment in both positions allows us to leverage 
institutional commitment for further grant funding – which in turn supports faculty teaching and 
research, student scholarships and professional development, language courses, institutional 
partnerships, as well as conferences, lectures, and events. 
 
Finally, as we seek to maintain our number of EURO majors, we will offer increasing opportunities for 
professionalization, to engage with policy experts and diplomats. In the past, we took EURO Majors to 
Model EU competitions out-of-state and even in Europe. Now, we have received funding to develop the 
first ever Model EU at UNC planned for February 2025, which will hopefully generate even more interest 
in the major. We will also offer the first Model NATO at UNC in Fall 2025. 
 
Since 2016, we have implemented many additional offerings to EURO: an Honors Thesis option, an 
undergraduate journal to which students can submit their work, a Model EU Club, career-focused 
activities, a funded exchange opportunity with the University of Bergen, and fundraised for summer 
research support. We will continue to seek and implement ways to support the EURO majors to ensure 
a successful experience in the program. 
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Chapter 4: The Future 
 
It is now time for CES to focus on sustaining the success of the EURO major and TAM program. We have 
outlined here for you the ways in which our programs are working well and identified the hurdles we 
face in order for the programs to expand to their full potential.  
 
Our proposed solutions, including an Instructional Budget for EURO, removing our Student Services 
Manager and Business Manager salaries from grant funding, creating an MOU with Political Science to 
meet our TAM teaching obligations to both students and overseas partners, and hiring a dedicated TAM 
Teaching Assistant Professor and two “TA to Post-Docs” to offer EURO and TAM courses, are reasonable 
and feasible. 
 
We, the CES team, look forward to discussing all of these topics with you, the Review Team, during your 
visit, hearing your thoughts, brainstorming together, and listening to your advice.  
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Appendix 1- TAM & EURO Data 
Table 11. TAM Graduation Rates, 2018-23 

Academic Year Total 2018-
23 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

9 100% 9 100% 14 100% 15 100% 20 100% 67 
100
% 

9 100% 9 100% 14 100% 15 100% 20 100% 67 
100
% 

 

Table 12. Gender of TAM  Degree Earners, 2018-23 

Academic Year  

Total 2018-23  

   

2018-19  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23     

N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN     

Female: 
4  

44%  4  44%  8  57%  12  80%  8  40%  36  54%  
   

Male: 5  56%  5  56%  6  43%  3  20%  12  60%  31  46%     

Total: 9  100%  9  100%  14  100%  15  100%  20  100%  67  100%     

 

Table 13. TAM Cohort Median Time to Graduation, 2018-23 

Academic Year  

  2018-19  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  

Median Time to 
degree (in Years)  1.7  2.0  2.0  2.0  2.0  

N for TTD  9  9  14  15  20  

 

 

 

Table 14. Race/Ethnicity of TAM Degree Earners, 2018-23 

Race/Ethnicity  
Academic Year  

Total 2018-
23  2018-19  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  



The Center for European Studies 

2024 Self-Study  

58 

 

N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  N  PctN  

American Indian 
or Alaska Native  

0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  

Asian  0  0%  1  11%  0  0%  1  7%  1  5%  3  4%  

Black or African 
American  

0  0%  0  0%  1  7%  0  0%  0  0%  1  1%  

Hispanics of any 
race  

1  11%  2  22%  1  7%  0  0%  0  0%  4  6%  

Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific 
Islander  

0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  

Race and Ethnicity 
Unknown  

2  22%  0  0%  0  0%  1  7%  0  0%  3  4%  

Two or more 
races  

0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  0  0%  2  10%  2  3%  

US Nonresident  1  11%  0  0%  4  29%  2  13%  3  15%  10  15%  

White  5  56%  6  67%  8  57%  11  73%  14  70%  44  66%  

--Annual Total--  9  100%  9  100%  14  100%  15  100%  20  100%  67  100%  

 

Table 15. Academic Plan of Entering Undergraduate Majors 

Academic 
Plan 

Academic Year Total 2019-24 

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

EURO 13 100% 18 100% 8 100% 12 100% 12 100% 63 100.00% 

 

 

 

Table 16. Combined SAT Score (Verbal and Math) of Entering Undergraduate Majors 

SAT Score Academic Year 

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

Mean SAT Score 1354 1410 1393 NA NA 

% missing data 63% 47% 25% 100% 100% 
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Table 17. Gender of EURO Majors 

Gender 

Academic Year Total 2019-
24 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

Contemporary 
European Studies 
(BA) 

Female 7 54% 11 61% 6 75% 8 67% 7 58% 39 62% 

Male 6 46% 7 39% 2 25% 4 33% 5 42% 24 38% 

Annual 
Total 13 100% 18 100% 8 100% 12 100% 12 100% 63 100% 

 

Table 18. Gender of EURO Degree Earners 

 
Gender – EURO majors 

Academic Year Total 2019-24 

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

Contemporary 
European 
Studies (BA) 

Female 5 45% 12 80% 11 73% 10 71% 4 50% 42 67% 

Male 6 55% 3 20% 4 27% 4 29% 4 50% 21 33% 

--Annual 
Total-- 

11 100% 15 100% 15 100% 14 100% 8 100% 63 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 19. Race/Ethnicity of EURO Majors 

Race/Ethnicity of Entering EURO Undergraduate Majors 

Race/ 
Ethnicity 

Academic Year Total 2019-24 

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

Nonresident 
Alien 

0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 1 8% 1 2% 
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Race and 
Ethnicity 
Unknown 

1 8% 0 0% 1 13% 0 0% 0 0% 2 3% 

Hispanics of 
any race 

1 8% 4 22% 0 0% 3 25% 2 17% 10 16% 

Asian 0 0% 0 0% 1 13% 0 0% 0 0% 1 2% 

Black or African 
American 

2 15% 0 0% 0 0% 2 17% 0 0% 4 6% 

White 8 62% 13 72% 6 75% 6 50% 9 75% 42 67% 

Two or more 
races 

1 8% 1 6% 0 0% 1 8% 0 0% 3 5% 

Annual Total 13 100% 18 100% 8 100% 12 100% 12 100% 63 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 20. Race/Ethnicity of EURO Degree Earners 

Race/Ethnicity of EURO Undergraduate Degree Earners 

Race/Ethnicity Academic Year Total 2019-24 

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 

N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN N PctN 

 American Indian 
or Alaska Native 

0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Asian 1 9% 0 0% 1 7% 0 0% 0 0% 2 3% 
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Black or African 
American 

0 0% 2 13% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 2 3% 

Hispanics of any 
race 

0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 1 7% 2 25% 3 5% 

Native Hawaiian 
or Other Pacific 
Islander 

0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Nonresident Alien 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Race and Ethnicity 
Unknown 

0 0% 0 0% 1 7% 0 0% 1 13% 2 3% 

Two or more races 0 0% 1 7% 2 13% 1 7% 1 13% 5 8% 

White 10 91% 12 80% 11 73% 12 86% 4 50% 49 78% 

Annual Total 11 100% 15 100% 15 100
% 

14 100% 8 100% 63 100% 

 

Table 21. EURO Major Undergraduate Degrees Awarded 

Degree 

Academic Year Total 
2018-23 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 

N N N N N N 

EURO Major 11 15 15 14 8 63 

Annual Total 11 15 15 14 8 63 

 

 

 

Table 22. Mean GPA for EURO Majors 

Cumulative GPA 
Includes majors only. 

Academic Year 

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 

Mean GPA for majors 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.7 

% missing data 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

Table 23. EURO Graduates with Distinction 

Academic Year 
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 2018-
19 

2019-
20 

2020-
21 

2021-
22 

2022-23 Total 
2018-23 

Distinction 2 9 4 1 6 22 

Highest Distinction 4 3 6 9 2 24 

--Annual Total-- 6 12 10 10 8 46** 
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Appendix 2- Supporting Materials 

TAM Overseas University Directors 

Bath University  

Professor Milena Roman will assume responsibility for the TAM Program at Bath University in September 
2024. She is a Lecturer in European Politics at the University of Bath. Her research focuses on European 
integration and foreign policy; she is also interested in gender, feminism, and protest movements. Dr. 
Roman holds a PhD in Politics, Languages and International Studies from the University of Bath. In 
addition, she has earned MA and BA degrees from the University of Naples L’Orientale, Italy. 

Bremen University 

Prof. Dr. Sarah Berens is a Professor of Global Social Policy at University of Bremen. Before joining the 
SOCIUM at University of Bremen she was an Assistant Professor of Political Economy at the Department 
of Political Science at University of Innsbruck. She received her doctoral training at the graduate program 
of the International Max Planck Research School on the Social and Political Constitution of the Economy 
(IMPRS–SPCE) of the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies and the University of Cologne. She 
has served as a visiting researcher at Duke University, Columbia University, the Inter-American 
Development Bank, Cornell University, Vanderbilt University and the University of Miami. Prof. Berens’ 
research interests center on comparative politics, comparative political economy and development 
politics with an emphasis on low- and middle income economies. 

Gothenburg University  

Prof. Urban Strandberg is an Associate Professor in Political Science, Managing Director and Co-Founder 
of the International Youth Think Tank. His research focuses on Public policy and constitutional policy with 
a special focus on local government and democracy. 

Humboldt University of Berlin  Prof. Claudia Matthes, Academic Director of the International Master's 
Programs at the Humboldt University Berlin’s Department of Social Sciences and Senior Lecturer in 
Comparative Political Sciences and Political Systems of Eastern Europe since 2009. Since 2021, she also 
serves as HU-Berlin's Academic Chair in the Democracy Hub within the Circle U. Alliance and has been 
holds the Jean Monnet Chair "Shaping the EU`s functionality and trust-internal reforms and policies for 
further enlargement (ShapingEU)" since 2023, funded by European Union. Since 2016, she is Erasmus 
Coordinator and teaches regularly at the Middle East Technical University in Ankara/Turkey and the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, among others. Her research and teaching interests include 
European integration, comparative democracy studies, institutional and actor-centered approaches to 
political science, German domestic politics, politics of the past, and research design. 

 

Sciences-Po Grenoble  

Professor Fabien Terpan is Senior Lecturer in Public Law and Director of International Relations at 
Sciences Po Grenoble. He is also holder of a Jean Monnet Chair, co- director of the School of European 
Governance and deputy director of CESICE. (Centre d'études de la sécurité internationale et des 
coopérations européennes). Prof Terpan holds a PhD in Public Law from the University of Pierre Mendes 
France (Grenoble II). 

https://www.gu.se/en/about/find-staff/urbanstrandberg
https://www.sowi.hu-berlin.de/sowi_p52/en/research-and-teaching-areas/easterneurope/team/matthes/curriculum-vitae
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Universität Pompeu Fabra  

Professor Javier Astudillo is an Associate Professor in the Department of Social and Political Sciences at 
the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona) and serves as the director of its 'Master of Research in Political 
Science.' As a founding member, he actively contributes to the UPF Research Group on Institutions and 
Political Actors within his department Prof. Astudillo earned his Ph.D. in Political Science from 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid in 1998, following a B.A. in Geography and History in 1992. From 1998 
to 2000, he held the position of Fulbright Scholar at the Minda de Ginzburg Center for European Studies 
at Harvard University. On November 26, 2010, he received the Best Paper award from the Revista 
Internacional de Sociología (published by the Spanish National Research Council) for the period 2008-
2010. Out of Academia, he served as a consultant for the Private Office of the Spanish Prime Minister 
from March 2007 to April 2008. Prof. Astudillo’s primary research interests center around the internal 
dynamics of political parties, with a specific focus on both national and regional levels within Western 
countries. 

University of Siena  

Luca Verzichelli is a Full Professor of Political Science in the Department of Social Political and Cognitive 
Sciences at the University of Siena. He is also the Coordinator of REDIRECT (The REpresentative 
DIsconnect: diagnosis and strategies for RECTification) Horizon-Europe (2023- 2027) and the Coordinator 
of PACTUM (Projecting Academic Capacities with Tunisian Universities' Master courses). In addition, he 
is involved with the Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (2021-2024) project. Prof Verzichelli 
has served as Dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences (2009 to 2012), as a member of the Administrative 
Board (2013-2016) and as Vice-Rector for International Affairs (2016-2022). His work focuses on 
Mediterranean cooperation and capacity-building. 

Professor Verzichelli completed his PhD in Political Science at the University of Florence and was 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Siena and Assistant Professor at the University of Bologna. He 
has spent several periods as a Visiting Fellow in international research institutions. Among them, the St. 
Antony’s College at University of Oxford, the Max-Planck-Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung in Cologne, 
the Université de Montreal, the Australian National University. 

https://docenti.unisi.it/en/verzichelli



